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Who are the Founders? 

Public attention regarding startups is caught by fast exits, by founders becoming rich in a short period of time. 

Newsletters dealing with matters of the innovative enterprise sector focus on millions of investment and fast growth 

records. Is this the essence of entrepreneurship? Who are the founders and what are their goals and values? This 

question hardly is looked at. A new study (exceptionally) not focusing only on financial aspects is taking a look at 

the German Startup entrepreneurs (see DSM Deutscher Startup Monitor). We will look at this topic in future… 
  World Food Program launches Innovation Accelerator in Munich 

   On 11 July 2016, the WFP Innovation Accelerator offi-

cially was launched in Munich, Germany.  The innova-

tion 

ners to explore new approaches, technologies and partner-

ships.  The WFP is encouraging external organizations and 

the ion projects in this accelerator aim at 

helping to achieve the WFP goal Zero 

Hunger by 2030. 

Currently WFP (World Food Program) 

is supporting more than 12 innovation  

the general public to 

share expertise, re-

sources and bold solu-

tions to help achieve 

Sustainable Develop-

ment projects in 10 different countries, working with more 

than 100 internal-WFP entrepreneurs and external part-

ners to 

ment Goal 2 and create a world without hunger. 

The WFP Innovation Accelerator     … continued on page 12 … 
 How Communities, Universities and Companies support Startups through Networks 

  

 

The new publication "Networks for a better 

entrepreneurial climate” by the German 

Federal Ministry of Economics presents 

twelve local and regional networks that 

successfully help start-ups and entrepre-

neurship development. The brochure was 

created 

Office of Entrepreneurship Week in Germany, the RKW 

Competence Centre. 

The examples show that the entrepreneurial environment 

can be greatly improved through the formation of local 

networks. The brochure illustrates how Mayors, Economic 

Development and Chamber representatives as well as 

emtrep created in cooperation with the National Coordination 

Off 

entrepreneurs and                             … continued on page 8 

   
Baltic Dynamics 2016 in Riga, Latvia  Innovation Centers 5.0 

 

The Baltic Dynamics 2015 “Inno-

vation and Technology Conver-

gence – Strategy for Smart 

Growth“ (Sep 14 – 16, 2016) will 

have a special tivesion 

 The annual conference of BIZ (German 

Innovation center association) ”Innovation 

Centers 5.0” will be held in Mannheim, 

hosted by mg:mannheimer gründerzentren 

gmbh 
 

have a special interactive session focused on Entrepre-

neurship Ecosystems and the Future of the Travel & 

Hospitality Industry. See page 4 of this newsletter. 

Contact:  Ints Viksna,  email, Conference website 

 September 25 - 27, 2016.  More details about this event 

and the Entrepreneurship Ecosystem Mannheim are 

available on pages 9+10 of this newsletter. 

Contact: BVIZ email, Conference BVIZ website 
   

http://deutscherstartupmonitor.de/fileadmin/dsm/dsm-15/studie_dsm_2015.pdf
mailto:iviksna@edi.lv
http://www.balticdynamics.com/papers.htm
mailto:bviz@innovationszentren.de
http://www.innovationszentren.de/index.php?article_id=56&itemId=19
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Business Decisions taken automatically / Medical Results made understandable 

 The ten winners of the third German edition of the 

global completion “Innovators under 35” have been 

presented in Berlin on July 05, 2016. Short, precise, 

understandable, and entertaining presentations made 

the ceremony a pleasure. 

understandable for patients. The team of 1,300 volun-

teers already translated ca. 26,000 medical findings.  

Simone Strey has developed Plantix, a plant damage 

diagnostic app that helps building a global database to 

support farmers worldwide to recognize plant diseas-

es,pests A keynote by Raúl Rojas, professor for Intelligent 

Systems and Robotic at the Free University Berlin and 

the University of Nevada (Reno) and a podium discus-

sion about smart mobility added to envisioning the 

future of our cities. It even included the reason for the 

first deadly accident with an automated car.  

The winners of the 2016 competition were 

Innovator of the Year 2016 is Gero Decker, signavio 

with his first completely web-based collaborative 

Business Process Management system allowing to 

"digest" huge amounts of data - such as the complete 

German taxation regulations. 

Social Innovator of the Year 2016 is Ansgar Jonietz 

with his online service “Was hab’ ich is providing 

medical reports in understandable language - free of 

charge. 

However, also the other eight award winners should be 

followed with attention. Here a list of all ten winners in  

es, pests and nutrient 

deficiencies just by 

sending a smart phone 

photo.  

Benedikt Kramer is on 

his way to revolutionize 

the microfinance sector 

in Africa with his 

Fintech start-up 
awamo. The company 

has developed an iden-

tification system by 

fingerprint and software 

for easy credit man-

agement. 

Frederik Brantner and 

his company Magazino 

developed a storage 

robot the order they presented at the ceremony:  

Michael Thiel, founder of Nanoscribe producing the 

most accurate commercial 3D printer in the world used 

for application in photonics, micro-optics or medical 

tech 

robot using 2D and 3D cameras to pick individual ob-

jects from the shelves – not only full boxes or pallets.  

Tom Baden started Open Labware combining open 

source with 3D printing and offering free designs and 
technology it can print layers as thin as one micron (a 

human hair 70 times thicker). Illustration: Brandenburg 

Gate with all details printed only as high as four hairs. 

Gero Decker, founder of signavio successfully offers 

the first completely web-based Business Process Man-

agement software allowing even automated decisions. 

John Jacubeit, founder of Life Time improves com-

munication between patients, doctors, and hospitals 

with the Lifetime Hub that keeps medical records of a 

patient always available and ready to share this health 

data locally with the doctor. 

Christopher Fuhrhop, founder of restube developed 

an effective,  small and easy-to-wear lifesaving system 

for all kinds of water sports that already has saved 

20,000 lives.   

Steven Arzt und Siegfried Rasthofer developed 

"CodeInspect", a tool to analyze software for malicious 

inserts like hacked Android apps and Java programs 

much faster and more accurately than possible so far. 

Ansgar Jonietz founded the online service “Was hab’ 

ich?” that translates medical findings in a language 

understandable 

modifications to enable laboratories to produce some of 

their equipment themselves.  

The jury did not have an easy task selecting the Innova-

tor of the Year from these great inventions that were 

filtered out from more than 100 applications.  

The Young Scientist Award “Innovators under 35” was 

initiated 16 years ago by the US MIT Technology Re-

view, the innovation magazine of the Massachusetts 

Institute of Technology. It is considered one of the most 

prestigious awards for young innovators. Past winners 

include Facebook founder Mark Zuckerberg and Daniel 

Ek of Spotify. The award is issued also in other Europe-

an countries as well as in Latin America and Asia. Since 

2014 the German edition is issued annually, supported 

by BNP Paribas, Consors Bank, VW and the High-Tech 

Gründerfonds. At the end of the award rounds in Europe 

all the winners meet at the "European Summit" – this 

year on November 24, 2016 in Barcelona.  

More details on website. More information in German 

see the magazine Technology Review or online  

Contact: Heise Verlag , Technologie Review, email  

   Sing, Eat, and Cycle together – European Cooperation Day 

 

 

This year the European Coop-

eration Day will be celebrated 

on September 21, 2016. How-

ever activities also may be 

oranizedorganized 

motto for the celebration of this spirit of cooperation 

throughout Europe and neighboring countries.  

In the past, people cycled together, sang together, ate 

together, and in general had a wonderful time in 

hundrets organized around that day. European Cooperation Day 

invites to organize and participate in events show- 

casing project results or highlighting the importance of 

cooperation. 'Sharing borders, growing closer' is the 

motto 

hundreds of local events organized by territorial cooper-

ation programs and projects in over 30 countries. 

Contact by email: interact@ecday.eu  

Website http://www.ecday.eu/#about 

    

http://plantix.net/
http://www.signavio.com/
https://washabich.de/
http://awamo.com/
http://www.magazino.eu/
http://www.nanoscribe.de/
https://open-labware.net/
http://www.signavio.com/
https://lifetime.eu/company
https://www.restube.com/
https://codeinspect.sit.fraunhofer.de/
https://washabich.de/
https://washabich.de/
http://www.innovatorsunder35.com/innovators-under-35-europe
http://www.innovatorsunder35.com/innovators-under-35-europe
http://www.3dmake.de/3d-drucker/die-gewinner-des-wettbewerbs-innovatoren-unter-35/
mailto:office@tr.heise.de
mailto:interact@ecday.eu
mailto:interact@ecday.eu
http://www.ecday.eu/#about
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  Late Shift in Berlin – also in Cologne, Hamburg, and Munich 

 “SPÄTSCHICHT” (Late Shift) is an event format the 

Online Startup Newsletter “Gruenderszene” (pub-

lished by Vertical Media GmbH) initiated in 2011.  

and Hamburg for these events because these cities “have 

become magnets for international talents and investors’ 

interest with plenty of room for growth and potential. 

The concept is simple and successful. An exclusive 

group of invited guests converge to enjoy a chilled 

and animated evening and extend the network: 

“Small talk, big business” is the idea of this event  

series. 

The most recent 

SPÄTSCHICHT 

met in Munich at 

co-working space  
Entrepreneurs, investors, business angels and service 

providers find the opportunity to network and ex-

change ideas. For making new contacts easier partici-

pants receive colored lanyards according their back-

ground (startup, investor or service provider). 

Gründerszene has selected Berlin, Munich, Cologne 

and  

Wayra Deutschland. The next upcoming events will be 

held in Berlin: Oct. 06, and Dec. 13, 2016; in Hamburg, 

Sep. 08, and in Cologne Nov. 22, 2016 

Application for invitations can be made through website  

Contact: Vertical Media, Judith Kühn, email  

SDO Profile Gründerszene SDO Profile Wayra Munich  

   40 Entrepreneurs selected by Competitions in 20 Cities will attend Slush Helsinki 

 The Slush Global Impact Accelerator (Slush GIA) is 

a program created in collaboration with the Ministry 

for Foreign Affairs of Finland and multiple partners 

globally. This year organized for the second time, the 

program 

pitching competitions. In 2016 the program is expanded 

to cover even more cities around the world - in all 20 

partner hubs pitching competitions will be held to select 

40 entrepreneurs who will attend Slush Helsinki(Nov 

30 

 

30 – Dec 1, 2016). These entrepreneurs will not only 

represent their company but also their culture and re-

gion. Applications for the pitching competitions now are 

open through the partner hubs in Bangladesh (Mlab), 

China (Senya), Ethiopia (IceAddis), Kenya (mLab East 

Africa), Mexico (Startup Mexico), Mozambique 

(IDEÁRIO), Nepal (YoungInnovations), Pakistan 

(Invest2Innovate); South Africa (Mlab), Senegal (CTIC) 

Dakar, Serbia (Innovation Fund), Tanzania (Buni), Tu-

nisia aims to support startups that are looking to solve some 

of the most pressing global challenges. 

The program builds on collaboration with local tech-

nology hubs. The aim is to help the communities to 

build international connections and help local founders.  

In 2015, Slush GIA received 770 applications for the 

pitching 

 

Tunisia (MDI), Vietnam (Vietnam IPP & HATCH), and 

Zambia (Bongohive). More details see article.  

Contact Slush GIA email 

SDO Profiles mLab Bangladesh,  CITIC Dakar, Buni 

ICEADDIS,  mLab Southern Africa, mLab East Africa,  

and Bongohive 

   Advisory Firm Deloitte starts Startup to Help Startups 

 The business advisory firm Deloitte worked with start-

ups and SMEs to understand their challenges. To sup-

port 

Launched in June 2016, Propel is funded by the Innova-

tion Investments scheme Deloitte has set up to encour-

ages port them having access to robust, real-time financials, 

getting investor ready and accessing data analytics to 

support and inform key strategic decisions, Deloitte  

started Propel by Deloitte. 

 

 

ge its entrepreneurial employees 

to turn their ideas into business-

es.  For 12 months the team that 

now started Propel went through 

this This new offer is a cloud-based service for accounting 

and analytics on a monthly subscription basis. With 

accounting service as the core, Propel provides cus-

tomers with a dedicated Deloitte expert and a dash-

board that gives a real-time view of how their business 

is performing, from cash position to web traffic. 

 

  

 

this program acting as a lean start-up including pitching 

for funding and working with a limited budget. Now, 

Propel by Deloitte is ready to provide efficient support 

to startups. To find out more and see what Propel clients 

are saying about the service, please visit: propel-

bydeloitte.com. SDO Profile: Propel by Deloitte  

  31
st
 International iNBIA Conference in Seattle, Washington  

 March 26 – 29, 2017 the 

iNBIA conference 2017 

will bring together more 

than 600 attendees from 

around the world every 

year. This conference is a 

key 
 

most exiting entrepreneurship ecosystems: Seattle.  

The 2017 conference will be packed with interactive 

professional development courses, insights from indus-

try thought leaders and innovative tools for your entre-

preneurial program. The pre-conference workshops will 

be held March 25 and 26, 2017. People interested in 

key event in the global entrepreneurial ecosystem. It 

will allow participants to dive into one of the world's 

most 

leading a session or presenting a paper can submit a 

proposal online. Deadline is September 9, 2016. 

http://www.gruenderszene.de/
http://spaetschicht-event.com/home
mailto:info@spaetschicht-event.com
http://www.spica-directory.net/asf/?id=3028
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2798
http://mlab.mcc.com.bd/
http://salad.cool/
http://www.iceaddis.com/
http://www.mlab.co.za/
http://www.startupmexico.com/en
http://younginnovations.com.np/
http://invest2innovate.com/
http://mlab.co.ke/
http://cticdakar.com/
http://cticdakar.com/
http://www.innovationfund.rs/
http://buni.or.tz/
http://www.mditunis.org/
http://ipp.vn/en/event/hatch-fair-2015-ipp-midterm-demo/
http://bongohive.co.zm/
http://www.slush.org/news/gia2016/
mailto:gia@slush.org
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3651
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2371
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2787
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3652
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2446
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2447
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2773
http://www.propelbydeloitte.com/
http://www.propelbydeloitte.com/
http://www.spica-directory.net/asf/?id=3661&cc=63
https://www.judgify.me/icbi31rfp?utm_source=InBIA&utm_campaign=0338a12849-ICBI_Announcement_RFP_Launch8_15_2016&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_23a52023f9-0338a12849-122935465
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BALTIC DYNAMICS 2016 in Riga: Entrepreneurship Ecosystems Session  

 

The interactive session on 

Entrepreneurship Ecosys-

tems will focus on experi-

ences of attendees. Here 

practical experiences can be 

presented and discussed. 

The topics will depend 

   

 Theory and practice. Role of education and research 

institutions support entrepreneurship  

 Is small beautiful or does size matter? What size of 

an ecosystem is necessary? 

 Initiatives and tools supporting and maintaining  

cooperation between the ecosystem players  

  The topics will depend on the interests of attendees 

and could be, for example  

 Help or hurdle? Participants are invited to inform 

about / comment recent publications ranking en-

trepreneurship ecosystems, 

 Local – regional – national – global? What is the 

best approach for building effective entrepre-

neurship support systems? 

 Cooperation or competition? The role of differ-

ent support tools like incubators, accelerators, or 

co-working spaces.  

 Just talks or important influence? The role of 

politics for startup development. 

 Key factors for building an ecosystem supporting 

entrepreneurship and startup  development, 

The session will consist of a few short introductory 

statements preparing ground for discussions.  

Participants are invited to present their achievement, 

experiences or challenges regarding their “home ecosys-

tem” in a short presentation (5 – 8 minutes) to give food 

for talks and learn from the peers.  

To propose such a statement, send an email to 

spicee@spice-group.de  

Deatils about the Baltic Dynamics 2016 and registration 

forms are available on the BD2016 website that also 

offers information how to propose a conference paper.  

  CWT Session at Baltic Dynamics in Riga will showcase the Future of the Travel Industry 

 Carlson Wagonlit Travel (CWT) is specialized in 

managing business travel, meetings, and events in 

more than 150 countries around the planet – one of 

the globally leading companies in this sector.  This 

year 

Hospitality classes of 2016. Startups accepted into the 

three-month program will receive mentor opportunities 

with leaders in the travel & hospitality space across all, 

verticals including hotels, airlines, online travel agencies, 

year CWT also is partner of “Baltic Dynamics” in 

Riga by taking responsibility for a session dealing 

with innovation and entrepreneurship in the travel 

industry. 

In February 2016 CWT has announced to strengthen 

its 

 

cruise lines, and glob-

al distribution sys-

tems. 

Amir Amidi, manag-

ing partner of Plug  

asndand Play 

 
activities promoting startups in the travel industry. 

Collaboration with Plug and Play, a leading startup 

accelerator based in Sunnyvale will help select the 

most promising startups working on the next genera-

tion of travel & hospitality products and services. 

CWT is an anchor member of Plug and Play Travel & 

Hospitality. Plug and Play Travel & Hospitality aims 

to discover, support, and scale technologies that are 

defining the future of travel and hospitality. Using 

CWT’s extensive travel experience, Plug and Play 

will accept 20-30 startups in each of its two Travel & 

Hospit 

and Play Travel & Hospitality says “We are very excited 

to have CWT join Plug and Play’s Travel and Hospitality 

Center of Innovation. Their systematic approach to inno-

vation will help the company leverage relationships with 

fast moving disrupters that have potential to significantly 

impact the travel industry.” 

 For more details about the CWT / Plug and Play cooper-

ation see report on CWT website  

SDO Profile Plug and Play 

Link Baltic Dynamics;  

Contact Baltic Dynamics: Ints Viksna, email  
    

 

Why Riga?  

The Baltic Dynamics 2016 will not only be opened by 

the Prime-Minister of Latvia Mr. Māris Kučinskis, the 

Minister of Economy, Arvils Ašeradens, and a Presid-

ium member of the Baltic Assembly Romualds 

Ražuks; participants also will be hosted for the con-

ference reception by Riga’s Mayor.  

This illustrates the importance given to innovation 

and entrepreneurship by the political leaders. But, the 

 

Baltic Sea Region (BSR) – project Green Power Elec-

tronics (InterReg)”, panel sessions as well as workshops  

add to the selection:  

 EEN – Enterprise Europe Network  

 Smart Energy, Research & Development  

 Entrepreneurship Ecosystems 

 EEN - Efficient Tool for SME Growth  

 Empowering Innovation and Growth 

  

 

conference also will 

offer a wide range of 

important content:  

Pre-conference work-

shops, for example on 

“Cooperation in the 

Baltic 

 

 Third Generation of Universities 

 Tourism (Innovation and New Technologies 

Last not least is Riga a city full of history, culture, and 

life very worth visiting also just for tourist purposes. For 

beginners: The conference offers a sightseeing tour. 
 

Photo: from free download  

   

mailto:spicee@spice-group.de
http://www.balticdynamics.com/default.htm
http://www.spice-group.net/events/#j647
http://www.carlsonwagonlit.com/content/cwt/ch/en/news/news-releases/20160225-cwt-plug-play-collaboration.html
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3671
http://www.spice-group.net/events/#j647
mailto:iviksna@edi.lv
http://free4kwallpaper.com/free-download-riga-latvia-4k-wallpaper/
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  IdeaLab! – 15
th

 Edition of the Student Entrepreneurship Event 

Starting the day with a fresh coffee and stories about 

founding a business is just the beginning. Experiences 

investors are available during the unique IdeaLab! 

owned founders, VCs, and corporates, workshops to 

learn from the best companies in hands-on gatherings and 

small groups, networking opportunities off-stage during 

the 

 

Speeddating, a relaxed 

cocktail night or at the 

legendary after-party 

offer more opportunities 

for 

the social events during IdeaLab! 2016, Investor Speed-

dating providing chances to present businesses to inves-

tors, the TechLab to welcome the winners of the  event  

HackZuich, and the Pitch Battle with a jury consisting 

partner strengthening and expanding networks. The IdeaLab! 

conference is known for creating an unique and inti-

mate atmosphere, enabling you to have great conver-

sations. 

As at earlier events during 15 years of experience, 

also IdeaLab! 2016 will bring together a variety of 

experienced entrepreneurs, ambitious students, young 

founders and renowned investors who are the key to 

make the conference an unforgettable event. 

The conference will offer inspiring speeches of ren-  

kno 

of four top-tier Venture Capitalists from Europe. 

IdeaLab! is the Founders’ Conference at the university 

WHU – Otto Beisheim School of Management in Vallen-

dar, Germany on October 7 + 8, 2016. Vallendar is a 

lovely little town near the city of Koblenz. The confer-

ence is organized by WHU students. Participation is 

passible in the categories student, your founder, investor 

or corporate. Applications can be made through the 

IdeaLab! Website; Website: IdeaLab!  

Contact: Erik Buschbaum email 

  Salamanca invites for STARTUP OLÈ 

 

 
Startup Olé will be held in Salamanca, Spain Sep-

tember 7-9, 2016 to connect startups and tech/digital 

talent with corporates, investors, accelerators, univer-

sities  

Also the role of universities in entrepreneurship ecosys-

tems will be discussed and how to promote student entre-

preneurship.  Another focus will be how to build  innova-

tion 

 

rsities and media 

from all over Eu-

rope. The event 

seeks to boost the 

Eu 

tion spaces and how to identify “good” startups and how to 

scale them up in Europe as well as globally. The event will 

offer opportunities for learning about the Spanish and the 

European ecosystem for startups,  it will feature pitching 

sessions, European tech-entrepreneurial ecosystem and culture 

as well as support talent development by reinforcing 

the role of universities. Startup Olé will help you to 

attract and enhance participation in large consortia 

and startup support projects at European level (such 

as the ones under the Startup Europe initiative). 

Presentations of Startup Olé will cover a wide range 

of topics important for the development of startups 

and their ecosystem, for example “Latest Accelera-

tion Trends” or “Why are Corporates into Startups?” 

Also 

sessions, and offer plenty of networking opportunities. A 

Startup exhibition will present exciting new companies, 

products, and services. 

Startup Olé is organized by Welcome, a project that aims 

to connect 5 different major EU ecosystems (Berlin, Dub-

lin, Milan, Madrid and Salamanca), and BISITE Accelera-

tor Salamanca. 

More information on website,  

Free tickets are available on website  

Contact Startup Ole Team email  
    For the Fourth Time: INNO AWARD honored five Winners 

   INNO AWARD is the prize of the German State of 

Mecklenburg-Vorpommern for innovative companies. 

From all applications 38 projects finally were ap-

proved by the jury for final evaluation to find the 

three winners of INNO AWAR that has been donated 

in 2013 by the industry partners ECOVIS Grieger  

Mallison 

system for recording chemical information. The new 

camera is so small and compact that it can be used like a 

regular hand-held camera.  

2nd Prize: "System material auxetic Rhomb Folding 

Structure" of the team Pietsch - Sander - Thöl - Schnei-

der from Wismar: Composite fully recyclable by biode-

gradable Mallison, Mittelständische Beteiligungsgesellschaft 

Mecklenburg-Vorpommern (MBMV) and E.DIS AG. 

At the award ceremony on June 28, 2016 Dr. Wolf-

gang Blank, chairman of the Association of Technol-

ogy Centers in Mecklenburg-Vorpommern (VTMV) 

together with representatives of the three business 

partners awarded the four winners – the third Prize 

was awarded two times). This year a special prize was 

added first time as response to the high quality of 

projects submitted. 

 

 
projects submitted. The winners of the main prizes all 

came from cities in Mecklenburg-Vorpommern: 

1st Prize: "Hyperspectral camera technology" of 

Diaspective Vision GmbH from Pepelow: The HSI 

camera  Diaspective Vision is a hyperspectral camera 

gradable system material with patented folded paper core. 

The folding allows a particularly material-saving design 

with amazing auxetic effects. 

3rd Prize: "NosoEx - Hygiene is life" of GWA Hygiene 

GmbH from Stralsund: … continued on following page… 

  

http://www.idealab.io/application/register-2
http://www.idealab.io/application/register-2
mailto:info@idealab.io
http://startupole.eu/2016/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/startup-ole-2016-tickets-24596013338
mailto:info@bisiteaccelerator.com
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… continued from previous page… Lack of hand hygiene in 

hospitals is increasingly discussed. Every year in 

Europe approximately 4.1 million hospital-acquired 

infections by transmission of germs lead to 37,000 

deaths. With the new product will allow to counteract 

and to organize all processes more efficiently. 

3rd Prize (2): "metal 3D printing process" of 

AIM3D from Rostock:  The production of metal parts 

and components with conventional metal 3D printing 

systems is very costly. At the University of Rostock, a 

new, low-cost metal 3D printing process was devel-

oped and patented. The 3D printing process based on 

the FDM process, which has already found its very 

cheap and simple system technology moving into the 

private user area. 

The Special Price was awarded to a team from a differ-

ent German State, Niedersachsen (Lower Saxony): "Mo-

bile machine tool" of the team: Krawczyk - Brouwer -

Lower -Westberg from Garbsen: For many products, such 

as automobiles, aircraft, ships, machinery or wind tur-

bines large components are required. There is a strong 

need for a machine technology, allowing producing large 

components accurately with high flexibility. The new, 

innovative, and patented machine concept serving such 

needs was developed at the IFW Leibniz University Han-

nover.  

Contact: VTMV, Wolfgang Blank, email  

SDO Profile: VTMV  

   Switzerland puts Focus on Fintech Startups 

   Switzerland is known for its banks – not surprise now 

the country is putting much attention on Fintech 

startups.  There are many initiatives, awards, and 

events to promote the Fintech sector. An example is 

the first Fintech Startup Weekend Geneva sched-

uled for October 7-9, 2016. 

find partners to work with during the weeks (and after) 

and receive feedback from coaches and peers. The week-

end ends with presentations in front of local entrepreneur-

ial leaders to receive feedback and possibly find support-

ers and partners.  

Those who cannot attend this Startup Weekend in Geneva  

 This event will be organized like all Startup Week-

ends around the world – 54 hours for designers, de-

velopers, entrepreneurs, and experts to transform 

participants’ business ideas into a feasible business 

models. Working together on business ideas,   

may choose to register for the 

Startup Weekend Zurich sched-

uled for October 23 – 25, 2016. 

This event will be followed by 

Startup Weekends in November 

 acquiring new knowledge and skills as well as meet-

ing with peers are some of the possibilities offered. 

Anyone interested – with a business idea or without is 

invited to attend. Those having an idea may pitch,  

in Basel, St. Gallen, and Bern Tickets for the Geneva 

event can be booked though website  

More information on website  

Contact: Fintech Geneva, email  

  Insurance IT Innovation Award open for Application 

   The Universities of Leipzig and St. Gallen have 

joined to collaborate forming the competence center 

"Sourcing in the Financial Industry". This center since  

needed easy-to-use access features – also in view of the 

new services fintech startups are offering.  

Financial institutions and financial-related service pro-

viders 

 

2011 is issuing 

the Banking IT 

Innovation 

Award. Now,  

viders are invited to apply for this award with their IT-

based innovations to the customer financial service inter-

face or in the back office. Innovations targeting the D-A- 

CH financial market need to be presented as demonstra-

tion first time in 2016 the competence center will add the 

new Insurance IT Innovation Award.  

-capable prototype.  

The Award ceremony will be held at the frist day of the  

Consumers are suing increasingly digitized features 

providers offer in various fields. Providers face the 

challenge that the customer are moving in a complex 

system with a variety of suppliers. From the consumer 

Business Engineering Forum to be held 

November 2 – 3, 2016 in St. Gallen 

Switzerland  

Registration for the banking and insur-

ance 

 

perspective merging the various "finance" features is 

a desired comfort. Formerly separate industries such 

as banking, insurance, mobility, health, housing etc.  

need to strengthen cooperation for providing the 

needed 

ance competitions is open. Details are available on web-

site. More details about the Business Engineering Forum 

see website  

Contact BEF Irene Wild, email  
  Iowa: Building up the Entrepreneurship Ecosystem pays off 

   The Iowa Startup Accelerator started with its first 

cohort of companies in 2014. Now, ISA has an-

nounced its first all-Iowa cohort for the actual year. 

Three of these startups come from Cedar Rapids 

where the startup accelerator is located, two from 

Iowa City and one from De Moines. Their business 

areas are smart bicycles creating a safer experience 

for cyclists, simplified real  estate investing,  leader-

ship 

ship development for young females, mobile app for 

community engagement, influencer marketing platform 

for e-sports, and homegrown high-end fashion for wom-

en. Additionally part of the cohort – starting to work in 

the accelerator on November 3, 2016 is a corporate inno-

vation team working on data analysis for a rapid educa-

tional test scoring application. 

The accelerator still is happy …. continued on following page … 

  

mailto:service@biotechnikum.de
http://www.spica-directory.net/associations/?id=178
https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/fintech-startup-weekend-geneva-7-9102016-j%C3%A9r%C3%B4me-vasamillet-caia-msc?trk=v-feed&trk=hp-feed-article-title-share
http://www.up.co/communities/switzerland/zurich/startup-weekend/7227
http://www.eventbrite.com/e/startup-weekend-fintech-geneva-tickets-25985455196
https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/fintech-startup-weekend-geneva-7-9102016-j%C3%A9r%C3%B4me-vasamillet-caia-msc?trk=v-feed&trk=hp-feed-article-title-share
mailto:genevafintech@startupweekend.org
http://be-forum.bei-sg.ch/
award.ccsourcing.org
award.ccsourcing.org
http://be-forum.bei-sg.ch/
mailto:irene.wild@be-forum.ch
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Continued from previous page… to accept applicants from 

other places, including foreign countries, but this year 

the best applicants were from Iowa as a press release 

said.   

the state’s largest Start Startup Weekend, a seed capital 

fund and a business angel network, free coding camps or 

kids and an adult code school as well as a corporate inno-

vation said.  development is seen as an effect of building up 

the entrepreneurship ecosystem over a number of 

years together with other players like NEWBO-CO, 

the New Bohemian Innovation Collaborative NEW-

BO-CO is a hub with 

- Iowa’s first and only tech-based startup acceler-

ator in a thriving co-working community. En-

trepreneurial education programs.  

- The state’s largest Startup Weekend of the State  
140+ world-class mentors 

- A Seed capital fund and a business angel net-

work  

- Free coding camps or kids and an adult code 

school 

- A Corporate Innovation Program that delivers 

results in six to nine months, repeatedly. 

- Co-working specifically aimed at getting inno-

vative work done, quickly. 

NEWBO-CO has outstanding social impact, with 

stronger entrepreneurs,  entrepreneurial education, 

programs 

vation program are contributing to develop the ecosystem 

for innovation and start-up enterprises, support for wom-

en entrepreneurs, kids learning how the real world works, 

and education for kids and adults that provides leadership 

and presentation skills. 

Other than common in the world of accelerators, ISA is a 

positive example of transparency publishing infor-

mation about the development of program companies. On 

website details are made available. 

Contact:  Eric Engelmann, email  David Tominsky email 

SDO Profiles: NEWBO-CO; Iowa Startup Accelerator 

  CUBE – € 1,000,000 for the winning Startup  
CUBE was a in Berlin in early June 2016 as a global 

digital transformation ecosystem.  It is aimed to 

bridge between startups and industry and sets the bar 

h 

CUBE Tech Fair on May 10-12, 

2017 in Berlin. 

Startups and experts interested in 

joining 
 

high: The winning startup will receive € 1 million. 

The CUBE Challenge Finale will take place at the 

CUBE 

 

joining the CUBE ecosystem can apply online  Contact 

Cube Team email info@cube-global.com 

     Green Alley Award for circular and sustainable Business Ideas 

The Green Alley Award is an annual European prize 

for start-ups and entrepreneurs in the green economy, 

initiated in 2014 by a group of strong partners in 

Germany’s entrepreneurial eco-system. It is the first 

The Green Alley Award helps applicants to gain visibility 

for the idea in the green and circular economy sector in 

Europe. Finalists will attend a one-day event with work-

shops and pitches in Berlin to meet circular  economy 

experts start-up award to 

recognize prom-

ising business 

ideas that con-

tribute 

 

experts and benefit from net-

working and learning.  

Participants will get inspired and 

can exchange ideas with like-

minded tribute to building a circular economy and improving 

the recycling industry. The aim is to find creative 

people with innovative ideas about how to turn waste 

into a sustainable business model  and help building a 

circular economy and turn waste into a resource by 

- reducing, reusing or recycling industrial or con-

sumer waste streams 

- replacing non-renewable resources with recycled 

or fully recyclable material 

- repairing and refurbishing, as well as extending 

the lifecycle of products 

- improving the reuse and recyclability of prod-

ucts and materials 

- improving product design and considering envi-

ronmental impacts 

- raising awareness of recycling and sustainability 

through new services, products or technologies 

Eco-entrepreneurs and green start-ups from all over 

the world (no matter what stage of business develop-

ment) can apply for the Green Alley Award.  

minded entrepreneurs, award judges and mentors.  All 

finalists will 

- be invited to the final in Berlin and receive advice 

from experts and experienced start-ups  

- get networking opportunities and business contacts 

- pitch in front of our Jury and international audience 

Additionally the winner of the Green Alley Award will 

receive up to €30,000 Euros in cash (€7,000) and services 

like rent-free co-working space in Berlin, customized 

one-day workshop, the possibility to receive crowdfund-

ing, or to take part in a UK accelerator program, and the 

possibility to pitch in front of the Green Alley manage-

ment board for an investment 

The Green Alley Award was initiated in 2014 in coopera-

tion with Germany’s crowdfunding pioneer Seedmatch.  

Through the Award a strong alliance of European part-

nerships with extensive experience has been built. 

Contact Green Alley Award: email  

Contact Seedmatch Jens Uwe Sauer email 

SDO Profile Seedmatch 

    

http://newbo.co/six-teams-from-iowa-enter-the-isa-2016-cohort/
http://newbo.co/accelerating-startups/iowa-startup-accelerator/portfolio-results/
mailto:eric@iowastartupaccelerator.com
mailto:david@newbo.co
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3678
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3677
mailto:http://cube-global.com/challenge-application
mailto:info@cube-global.com
mailto:info@cube-global.com
http://www.green-alley.de/eng
https://www.seedmatch.de/
mailto:award@green-alley.com
mailto:info@seedmatch.de
http://www.spica-directory.net/asf/?id=3533
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 Sustainability in the Genes 
Awarded are outstanding individuals, initiatives and 

companies that make an outstanding contribution in 

the field of sustainable development. Nominations 

are chosen by a jury made up of recognized and 

prominent 

The ZEITWISSEN Award was open for nominations 

until August 15, 2016. Nominees should have rendered 

exemplary services to the society such as  

consistent focus on sustainability of a company 

prominent rep-

resentatives 

from science,   

- from management strategy to customer integration 

- drastic reduction of resource and energy expenses 

- exemplary development of a lifestyle that is not 

 business society and the public. The award intends 

to demonstrate that pioneers of sustainable devel-

opment already in the midst of our society today.  

The award comes in three categories KNOW, ACT 

and TAKE OFF. 

KNOW (EUR 10 000) Award winners in this cate-

gory show long-term commitment or a break-

through in research or knowledge transfer. 

ACT: For winners in this category sustainability is 

a core of the corporate philosophy. They stand out 

as a committed entrepreneur or an established com-

pany with long-lasting commitment. 

TAKE OFF (EUR 10 000): Award winners this 

category are young entrepreneurs with innovative 

and scalable business models with sustainability as 

core. 

based on waste and material growth 

- new forms of knowledge transfer 

- new forms of scientific research and teaching 

- successful cooperation of science and practice 

- new forms of discourse on sustainability and with 

civil society 

- Cultural Strategies for anchoring sustainable action 

The prize will be awarded at the ZEITWISSEN Sus-

tainability Congress in March 2017. The Prize is 

awarded since 2013 by the initiative Encouraging Sus-

tainability, the magazine ZEITWISSEN and the entre-

preneur August Oetker, who stated “As a family we have 

sustainability in the genes - because at the end of a quar-

ter we do not have to satisfy an analyst, but we think in 

generations.” 

More details see website: Contact: at email 

 How Communities …. support Startups through Networks                   continued from page 1 

 … continued from page 1… representatives of edu-

cational institutions act building local networks to 

raise 

or  “Correcting the male-dominated Image of the Econ-

omy” (PETEK - Business Network of Female Migrants). 

Raise awareness for the need and opportunities for 

supporting founders establishing new businesses. In 

each of the examples the motives and peculiarities 

of the implementation of the respective network are 

described as well as the lessons learned and suc-

cesses achieved. The brochure covers a wide range 

of different environments and approaches reaching 

from “Voluntaries as Pilots for Founders” in the 

small community of Niedereschach to “Strengthen 

the entrepreneurial Culture in  the Karlsruhe Tech-

nology 

Other examples show the effect of 

making all players in a region visible; 

the role of business people in assist-

ing, helping, and mentoring founders 

as well as the promotion of university 

based startups through networks.  The 

wide range of different approaches 

presented combined with contact 

partners and addresses are a source 

for ideas and suggestions for many 

interests. 

 

nology Region” that has many research and higher 

education facilities. Examples cover specific target 

groups from “Promoting entrepreneurial Spirit at 

School” in the Country “Odenwaldkreis” to target-

ing migrants with “Advising Founders and Entre-

preneurs with Migration Background” (Entrepre-

neurs without Borders e. V.)  

interests.The examples are aimed to serve as inspiration 

for municipal decision-makers, business developers and 

other founding actors and multipliers, to network, to 

share the "founding ecosystem". The booklet (in German 

language) has 45 pages and is available for download 

and as a printed version. 

Link for download and ordering function 

  450 events to help starting and growing Businesses 
 The “Small Business Festival” in Victoria, the most 

Southern part of Australia with Melbourne as State 

help starting or growing businesses, acquiring new 

knowledge and skills or make netw contacts and extend 

the.   

 

Capital is coordinated 

through Small Business 

Victoria by the Victorian 

Government in collabora-

tion with industry groups. 

Private organizations  and  

the network. 

The festival also offers a huge number of events all over 

Victoria, free webinars, and a digital exhibition “Faces of 

Small Business” will be showcasing small businesses 

with big ideas. People interested do not even have to 

travel for attending events. The Small Business Bus is  

agencies are contracted to deliver the events. The 

Small Business Festival takes the full month of 

August and during this time more than 450 events 

will 

 

the “festival’s office on wheels and will bring advice and 

mentoring to many places across the state.  

More information is available on website 

 -  

http://www.mut-zur-nachhaltigkeit.zeit.de/en
mailto:mut-zur-nachhaltigkeit@zeit.de
http://download/
http://www.existenzgruender.de/SharedDocs/Downloads/DE/Broschueren-Flyer/Netzwerke-besseres-Gruendungsklima.pdf?__blob=publicationFile
http://www.business.vic.gov.au/events/small-business-bus
http://www.business.vic.gov.au/events-workshops-and-mentoring/victorias-small-business-festival
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      SPICE Update provides insights into the entrepreneurship 

ecosystems of various places – well-known as well as lesser 
famous. This time we add Mannheim, Germany to this 

series- also to help preparing for the annual conference of 

BVIZ to be held in the city (see below) by providing some 

spotlight .  

Metropole-Region 

Rhein-Nekar (ca. 
2,35 million peo-

ple.  

Mannheim also is 

 

Entrepreneurial Hotspots 
 

Mannheim 

spotlights on entrepreneurship support in Mannheim. 

Mannheim with about 300,000 inhabitants is located in the 

South-West of Germany in the State of Baden-Württem-
berg. The city is the economic and cultural center of the 

MetroMetwopole Met) 

home of important technological innovations. For example, in 

1880Werner von Siemens presented here the first electrical 

lift. In 1886 Carl Benzlet the first automobile roll in the city, 
and in 1921 Heinrich Lanz presented the Lanz Bulldog.  

 
In SPICE Update 121 the “Entrepreneurial Hotspots” series began reporting on the city of Mannheim. An interview with 

Christian Sommer, Managing Director of the city owned company “mg: mannheimer gründungszentren gmbh“ gave a 

starting point. In this issue of SPICE Update we continue with short articles about business incubation activities in the city. 

See interview with Christian Sommer about the Entrepreneurship Ecosystem Mannheim on News page / SPICE Update 121  
 

Female Communication Power – active Community Building in Mannheim 
  Located in the square G7 in the city of Mannheim (the 

“City in Squares”), the gig7 Women Startup Center is 

the competence center for advising women who started 

a company or are interested doing this. At the same 

- “Gründerbar # “ offered interesting testimonies of 

the founders of Alugha and RoadAds interactive. 

Additionally, information about local support and 

funding was provided. 

time gig7 offers a representative address for young 

companies. Offices and studios of various sizes with 

the architectural charm of a carefully restored building 

are available at reasonable prices.  

gig7 is actively developing the entrepreneurship com-

munity of female entrepreneurs in the city. Recent 

examples are  

- Information day “Women & Work” in mid-July 

- providing information about the regional support  
- services and opportunities for getting direct ad-

vice 

-  “Brand W - Strength of Female Communication” 

held in July as well, was a seminar providing new 

insights and case studies on the perception of 

words that we classify "male / female"  

Gig7 also was involved with the day of “Female Found-

ers” that was organized in Heidelberg by the Rhein-

Neckar Chamber of Industry and Commerce together 

with the Chamber of Crafts Rhein-Neckar-Odenwald. 

Contact: Barbara Limbeck email  

SDO Profile gig7  

  Local Industry sponsors the Mannheim Entrepreneurship Award 

 The Mannheim Entrepreneurship Award recognizes 

start-ups of the past three years in two categories: 

“Technology” and "Digital Economy". The technology 

category is sponsored by Roche Diagnostics, Mann-

heim 

a building. The: Digital Indoor Guides that are sent di-

rectly to a smartphone and provide all information nec-

essary for fining a room in a building.  

Contact: email 

 

heim the category "Digital 

Economy" by CEMA 

AG,Mannheim. The aim of 

the award is to distinguish  

First Prize “Creative 

industries” (donated by 

Haas New Media GmbH) 

was  monomeric GmbH 

 
 

"calculated courage" of start-ups, to provide a quality 

seal for supporting future prosperity, and identify ex-

amples for people to do likewise. The winners are se-

lected by an independent jury.  

The award ceremony will take place at the Mannheim 

Business Forum on November 16, 2016. Applications 

Monomeric jewelry is not just an everyday object; it is 

art - a portable sculpture for the fingers, the wrist, the 

neck or the ears. And reflecting the current zeitgeist the 

design of monomer are characterized by the new tech-

nical options given by computers. Contact: email 

 were limited to startups with factual and fiscal head-

quarter in Mannheim that are not older than three years. 

Application deadline was August 15, 2016.  More in-

formation on website Contact: Matthias Henel, email 

 

 

First Prize “Services” 
(donated by Lieblang 

Service GmbH): love 

me cakes 

Here the Winners of the 2015 Award: Low Carb is no longer just a trend to lose weight. Low 

Carb is recommended for various reasons. Because of 

her disease Christiane Bonkat lives the "Low Carb 

Way": cakes and breads are taboo. To sweeten the life of 

every low carber, she invented many ways to gluten and 

sugar 
 

First Price “Technology” 

(donated by Roche Diag-

nostics GmbH): contagt 

GmbH. contagt offers a 

solution for a Solution for a common problem: Find your way within sugar free low carb recipes.  Contact: email  

  

https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carl_Benz
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lanz_Bulldog
http://www.spice-group.net/actual/?start=0&search=sommer#1377
http://www.spice-group.net/actual/#1377
mailto:barbara.limbeck@gig7.de
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2218
mailto:hallo@contagt.com
https://monomer.com/
mailto:info@monomer.com
https://www.mannheim.de/wirtschaft-entwickeln/mannheimer-existenzgruendungspreis
mailto:matthias.henel@mannheim.de
http://www.lovemecakes.de/
http://www.lovemecakes.de/
https://contagt.com/
https://contagt.com/
mailto:info@lovemecakes.de
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  The Mannheim Coolness Factor  

In SPICE Update No 121 we have published an interview with Christian Sommer, the managing director of 

“mannheimer gründungszentren gmbh” (mg:gmbh), a 100% subsidiary of the City of Mannheim. Founded in 

2011 mg:gmbH operates eight centers, promoting entrepreneurs and startups in various fields and for differ-
ent target sectors. In addition, the company manages the "cluster music industry".  

mg:gmbH this year hosts the annual conference of BVIZ, the German Association of Innovation, technology 

and Business Incubation Centers (see information at the bottom of this page). 
If you do not have SPICE Update 121 at hand, you find the interview on the SPICE Newspage  
  German-Turkish Business Centre 

The actual situation with more than a million refu-

gees that came to the Germany during recent year 

could be a reason to think about starting an initiative 

to support entrepreneurship for migrants. And, in-

deed, there are some initiatives taken in this field.  

tive of the City of Mannheim and the Chamber of Com-

merce with EU support this center offers advice and con-

sulting even in Turkish language.  

Besides individual consulting the center helps exploring 

the opportunities and shortcomings of the original business 

However, an organi-

zation with much 

experience in this 

field 
 

idea and suggests what steps should be taken. This may be 

training courses and seminars offered by the center itself 

or through partners in the existing network of experts and 

contacts.  

 
field is the DTW, the German-Turkish Business cen-

ter in Mannheim.  Already more than a decade, since 

2004, this center is providing free and tailored con-

sulting to citizens with Turkish roots. A joint initia-

tive  

 

 

 

 

 

 

DTW understand its activities as complementing the exist-

ing organizations and therefore maintains it network con-

tacts.  

Contact: Burak Bas, email; SDO Profile: DTW  

   The Manheim Chambers support Potential Founders 

 The IHK (Chamber of Commerce and Industry)  

through its Startercenter Rhein-Neckar, in  cooper-

ation   

The Handwerkskammer (Chamber of Craft Businesses) 

Mannheim Starter-Center  was set up to support poten-

tial 

 

ation with numerous part-

ners offers access to free 

consultations 

tial founders in the 

crafts sector and help 

themm 
 

Consultations on all issues of entrepreneurship, live-

lihood and business succession.  

Events to provide basic information for potential 

founders are offered ten times per year to allow an 

easy entry into the process of starting a business. This 

includes topics like, the business concept, commer-

cial, legal, and taxation aspects as well as the financ-

ing plan and access to capital 

To intensify the knowledge individual consultations 

with the StarerCenter team and cooperating experts 

can be arranged as required by the founder.   

The Chamber offers these services at three locations, 

in Mannheim, Heidelberg, and Mosbach.  

Contact: Team StarterCenter email  

SDO Profile: IHK StarterCenter Mannheim  

them through the preparation of a business start and the 

required bureaucratic procedures. Both, legal and business 

requirements are worked on in individual consulting pro-

cesses in several steps designed according the needs of the 

respective founder.  This includes clarification of the legal 

requirements of the planned commercial activities as wells 

as marketing or financing. 

The Starter Center even helps with completing forms for 

the Chamber itself, the Commercial Register, the tax of-

fice, the pension system, the labor agency, and the health 

insurance. Even preparation of administration meetings 

(where personal presence of the founder is required) can 

be included.  

Contact HWK Starter center Team, email  

SDO Profile: HWK Starter Center Mannheim  

    "Innovation Centers 5.0 - speed up with the whole team!" 

BVIT, the German Federal Association of 

Business Incubators and Innovation Centers, 

will hold its annual conference 2016 in 

Mannheim 
 

the future of innovation centers in the regional context, the 

needs of Generation Y or new formats of founders support 

provided by the centers. Other topics are successful social 

Mannheim, MAFINEX Technology Centre and host-

ed by “mg: mannheimer gründungszentren gmbh“. 

The new conference format includes parallel forums 

to address in particular the second level of innovation 

center management as well as other center staff. This 

will allow participating center staff to benefit from 

prat 
 

media use as well as legal and 

insurance issues for center 

management. 

More program information on 

the BVIZ website   

Contact: MAFINEX, Claudia 

 practical experiences made by professionals engaged 

with the various tasks of business incubators and  
Rabe, email  

SDO Profile host: MAFINEX 

similar organizations. 

Under the conference theme “Innovation Centers 5.0“ 

exciting presentations and best practices – including 

the 

 

SPICE Update with its issue No 121 began providing information about 

the "Mannheim Entrepreneurship Ecosystem" with insights from expe-

rienced professionals. Contact: BVIZ, email;  SDO profile BVIZ 

 

http://www.spice-group.net/actual/?start=0&search=sommer#1377
mailto:burak.bas@dtw-mannheim.de
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3634
mailto:startercenter@rhein-neckar.ihk24.de
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3708
mailto:starter-center@hwk-mannheim.de
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3709
http://www.innovationszentren.de/index.php?article_id=56&itemId=19
mailto:rabe@mafinex.de
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=776
mailto:bviz@innovationszentren.de
http://www.spica-directory.net/associations/?id=26
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   SPICE Update No 102 for the first time we reported on the different aspects of the 
entrepreneurship support system of a specific place: This time we look one more 

time at Hamburg 

The second largest city of Germany traditionally has strong trading activities. The 

harbor since centuries is a “Gate to the World”. The Federal German Startup 
Association estimates 450 digital startups  in Hamburg 

 

Entrepreneurial Hotspots 
 

HAMBURG 

  Startup Sprint Summer School for Master Students 
In September, Startup Sprint, the Entrepreneurship 

Summer School for Master Students takes place for 

the third time. Interdisciplinary teams of 4-5 persons 

repeatable process, fast and interactive process to develop 

a product and business model.  

On the last day of the Summer School all ideas and busi-

ness 

 

within five days will de-

velop a business idea. 

Students from all universi-

ties in the metropolitan 

nes models will be presented and the winning team will 

be awarded. The program is open  for master students 

from the Hamburg region from all fields and disciplines 

who have a strong interest in the subject of entrepreneur-

ship 

 
region of Hamburg may apply. 

tartup Sprint is organized by TUHH (Technical Uni-

versity Hamburg Harburg) and will be held Septem-

ber 25 – 30, 2016 participants will work on a business 

idea and develop a business model. The mixed, multi-

disciplinary teams will get familiar with a systematic, 

 

ship and are fully available during the Summer School 

days. Participation is limited to a number of 30 attendees. 

However, for this year all seats for this Summer School 

already are sold.  

Contact Eva Morgenroth at email  

SDO Profile Startup Dock   

  How does Digitalization of the Finance Sector change the Careers of People? 
The first Fintech Week Hamburg (October 10 – 14, 

2016) expects to attract around 2,000 stakeholders 

from fintech and the banking industry to discuss the 

at taking a closer look into the questing how these chang-

es influence the careers of people working in the financial 

sector. The organizer (betahaus Hamburg) has 

sector’s pioneering trends and concepts. Successful 

startups with their novel solutions are driving finan-

cial sector innovation – established banks find new 

challenges arising from the rapid changes. In more 

than 20 events from network breakfast and a classic 

conference to a 

published a Call for Papers (deadline is 

August 21, 2016) inviting people to pre-

sent ideas for the Career Day. Whether 

lecture, panel, open discussion or work-

shop, the organizers offer the stage for 

pratcical 
 

Hackathon will look deeper into the topics to develop 

solutions for upcoming challenges and provide exclu-

sive networking opportunities. Part of the Fintech 

Week Hamburg will be a Fintech Career Day aimed 

at 

practical experiences.  

Proposals can be made online through the event website  

Contact: Carolin Neumann email. SDO Profile: betahaus 

Hamburg  

   Delicious Meetup 
The next “Mixer” event of Hamburg Startups will 

bring together entrepreneurship enthusiasts from the 

city on September 1, 2016. This Hamburg Startups 

yoghurt products “for a better world”,world”, Caté pre-

sents its tea made from coffee cherries, and gleem will 

bring sweetness into the event. Of course, a keynote will 

 

 

Food Mixer will convene 

in Mindspace, a co-

working space relatively 

new to Hamburg. 15 

Hamburg Food startups 

will 

not be missing. Marcell Jansen, investor, entrepreneur, 

and former professional footballer, will explain his view 

on Food and Healthy Living. Hamburg has more than 40 

food startups in the city. The Mixer Panel will discuss the 

for this business sector, the challenges, and the opportuni-

ties– will present their products for tasting. "Feed yourself 

through the Hamburger Food ecosystem" is the mot-

to! For example, Besserbrauer will demonstrate how 

to make your own beer, Lycka offers their organic 

yoghurt  

ties - especially regarding cooperation with SMEs. 

Tickets (price incl. food&drinks) are available at website  

Contact: Sina Gritzuhn email  

SPICA Profile Hamburg Startups and Mindspace  

    Fab Lab St. Pauli designs the Future of the City 

 Hamburg’s first Fab Lab, Fabulous St. Pauli, pro-

vides access to digital production tools for all. It is 

aimed at 

shops of artists for people of any age, future scenarios for 

city life will be developed to turn digital and analog tech-

nolo aimed at establishing a space where people can learn 

together and teach each other the basics of digital 

production. 

Fab Lab St. Pauli hosts A/D/A Hamburg, end of Au-

gust   

nologies into practices of self-

organization in the "smart" city. 

Part of this event also is “Lean 

Artist”, “the world’s first lean 

acce gust - a workshop festival to create “Utopias for City 

People of Today” - technologies to simplify our eve-

ryday and working life in the city. In seven work-

shops 

accelerator for artists”.  

SPICA Profile: Fabulous St. Pauli   

Contact: Niels Boeing email infofablab-hamburg.org   

   

mailto:eva.morgenroth@tuhh.de
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3120
http://fintechweek.de/fintech-career-day-call-for-papers/
mailto:carolin@fintechweek.de
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3063
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3063
http://caté.de/
http://www.gleem.de/
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3205
http://www.besserbrauer.de/
https://www.lycka.bio/produkte/
https://www.eventbrite.de/e/hamburg-startups-food-mixer-tickets-26799541149
mailto:sina.gritzuhn@hamburg-startups.net
http://www.spica-directory.net/asf/?id=3060
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3205
http://www.ada-hamburg.de/
http://leanartist.org/
http://leanartist.org/
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3693
mailto:infofablab-hamburg.org
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   Here we continue reporting on Munich as an entrepreneur-

ial hotspot (SPICE Update No 118). We highlight different 
aspects of the entrepreneurship support system of a specific 

place. Munich is the Capital of Bavaria and is a hub for 

innovative industries - no surprise that much is going on 

growth of companies. 

On this page we only 
can give a few exam-

ples, But we will  

continue  reporting 

 

Entrepreneurial Hotspots 
 

MÜNCHEN 

here in science and technology based entrepreneurship. 

Many initiatives are aimed at supporting startups and 

growth  
 

on this hotspot. We invite our readers to comment and advice on 

information gaps we could fill in following newsletters. 
 

  
 

  
 

World Food Program launches Innovation Accelerator in Munich 
… continued from page 1…  in Munich was launched with 

financial support of the German Federal Ministry of 

Economic Cooperation and Development, the Foreign 

Office 

- AgriUP, a low-bandwidth smartphone app that 

aims to provide location-specific information on 

market prices, weather and farming methods to 

smallholder and the Bavarian State Ministry of 

Food, Agriculture and Forestry to 

create an environment that supports 

and nurtures innovative thinking and 

the 
 

smallholder farmers. The 

AgriUp team is now running a 

pilot in Guatemala, where fami-

ly farmers represent approxi-

mately the development of new approaches and partnerships. 

As part of the official launch, WFO announced a new 

partnership with METRO Cash & Carry, the first 

global retail partner. This partnership was set up to 

share industry expertise and to involve worldwide 

customers and employees in fundraising activities for 

school meals programs. Another partnership an-

nounced at the launch was with ACATECH, 

the German Academy of Science and Engineering, to 

identify and develop innovative solutions.  

The WFP Accelerator invites the private sector, civil 

society and WFP staff with innovative ideas to tackle 

humanitarian and development challenges together. 

The accelerator is bringing together cross-industry 

expertise and resources to design and test innovations 

quickly in a supportive space. Activities include 

bootcamps and sprint programs to support rapid test-

ing and prototyping. 

There are already examples of projects developed by 

the Innovation Accelerator since it began to work last 

year. For example, 

mately a third of the country’s population.  

- Zero Post-Harvest Losses Program, sells low-cost, 

locally produced food storage containers to small-

holder farmers in developing countries. This project 

can virtually eliminate the food losses that often de-

stroy up to 40 percent of a farmer's harvest. The 

project already has sold grain silos to more than 

65,000 smallholder farming families in Uganda 

alone, helping them save more food and sell more 

of their surplus in local markets. 

- ShareTheMeal is a smartphone app that enables 

users to "share their meal" with hungry children – 

with just a tap. A donation of US$ 0.50 helps pro-

vide a child with vital nutrition for the day. Current-

ly, ShareTheMeal is fundraising for Syrian children 

who have fled with their families to Lebanon. Since 

the launch in 2015, around 500,000 users world-

wide have provided more than 5.6 million meals. 

Contact: WFP Accelerator Team, email 

SDO profile: WFP Innovation Accelerator   

For more information also visit website 
  

 

For Creatives and Makers: Free Flexbus to Munich and free accommodation 
The TECHFEST MUNICH is an international tech-

nology festival and a hands-on fusion of technology, 

design, and science. A 72-hours weekend, will bring 

together 

plementation over talking, and crazy over normal.  To 

further boost creativity the event also will offer art-

installations, music, yoga sessions, a fun fair… 

 

together ca. 200 en-

trepreneurs, creatives, 

designers tech evan-

gelists, coders, hack-

ers 

The TECHFEST is organized by unternehmerTUM the 

center for Innovation and Business Creation at the 

Technical University of Munich and will be held in the 

Entrepreneurship Center of the university– 1,500 m² of 

high ers, and makers. During the weekend September 9 – 

11, 2016 participants in teams of 3 – 5 people can 

create innovative, tech-related, extraordinary things. 

Facilitation workshops will guide attendees the process 

of ideation, team building, and rapid prototyping.  

For this event doing has priority over watching,  im-

plementation 

 high-tech workshop makerspace with tools and ma-

chines - all what creatives and makers need. 

For information and application see TECHFEST website  

Contact: Philip Schneider, email Lena Bernhofer, email  

SDO Profile unternehmerTUM  

Website TECHFEST Munich 

Bits & Pretzels - combined with Beer at the Munich Okoberfest 
  Bits & Pretzels is a 3 day conference in Munich (held  quality speeches, exciting discussions,  startup-specific 

Sep 25 – 27, 2016, during the Oktoberfest) for found-

ers and people from the startup ecosystem. The event  

brings together  leading entrepreneurs and investors to 

share their ideas on emerging technologies and trends 

in 

workshops are combined 

with the unique networking 

opportunity at the world-

famous Oktoberfest.  
in digital business. 5,000 attendees can expect high 

quality speeches, exciting 

For more information see  Bits & Pretzels event website  

    

https://sharethemeal.org/en/index.html
mailto:global.innovation@wfp.org
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3662
http://innovation.wfp.org/
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2848
http://www.techfestmunich.com/
mailto:schneider@unternehmertum.de%20/
mailto:bernhofer@unternehmertum.de
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2848
https://www.bitsandpretzels.com/
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SPICE Update No 102 for the first time reported on the 
different aspects of the entrepreneurship support system of 

a specific place: Berlin. 

In this issue of our newsletter we take another look at this 

city – and still cannot show the „full” picture. There are 
too many 

 very different character and 
have a variety of aims. The 

public and the private sector, 

both are active – a dynamic 
scene. 

 

Entrepreneurial Hotspots 
 

BERLIN 

Many new initiatives aimed at supporting entrepreneurship 

and growth of startup companies. These initiatives are of 
very 

We invite our readers to comment and advice on information 

gaps we could fill in following newsletters. 
 
    

 "Meet Investors. Meet Corporates. Scale your business. Be International" 
 The Forth “Long Night of Startups” will be held in 

Berlin on Sep 3, 2016 from 17.00 h under the motto 

"Meet Investors. Meet Corporates. Scale your busi-

ness. Be International ". Since 2013 the “Long Night 

IHK Berlin. The second conference with two streams 

“Starter” and “Advanced” will be held on Saturday, 

September 3 (8:30 17.00 h) in the Ludwig-Erhard-

Haus. 

 

 

During the Startup Night startups will be the center of 

attention. About 200 selected startups will present 

their ideas, products and services available in 12 dif-

ferent areas, such as communication, entertainment, 
of Startups” has developed to be the event for the 

startup scene with startups being at the center. 

The startup night will be held in 5 locations: the Ger-

man Telekom Capital Representation, the headquarters 

of Deutsche Telekom AG, at Microsoft Ventures, in 

DRIVE, Volkswagen Group Forum, and at Deutsche 

Bank Atrium (newly added this year). 

This year’s program will offer two conferences: The 

first “Partnering – Old meets New Economy” on Fri-

day, September 2 (15.00 – 19.00 h) is organized by the 

 

social business, fashion tech and hardware. About 

4,000 participants are expected to attend the event. 

The application process for startups is in full swing 

through website,  

Early bird tickets already were available until Au-

gust 2, 2016 only, but tickets at regular price are still 

available for the conferences as well as for the Startup 

Night on the ticket website  

For details about the Long Startup Night see website  

Contact: StartupNight Team, email 

   10 Years of Successful Entrepreneurship Support with a Social Component  

 Since 10 years the .garage berlin GmbH has accompa-

nied many founders and is celebrating this anniversary 

with a series on video clips - the first one by Thomas 

ers,” a six-months training enabling participants to 

effectively support refugees in all matters needed. The 

training content includes legal and social aspects as  

 Mample, founder of this business incubator, now is 

available on the .garage website  

.garage berlin is not only providing rooms for rent, co-

working facilities and advisory or coaching for found-

ers. .garage puts special attending on founders with 

challenging personal backgrounds. The offers have  

well as specialized areas, such as 

working with traumatized chil-

dren.A different training pro-

gram taking 18 to 24 months of 

education is focused on develop-

ing or improving professional 

skills in. 

 
been extended to specialized training programs though 

the “.garage lernhaus”  (garage learning house).  Re-

sponding to actual needs .garage in February this year 

has started a program to train “.garage refugee help-

ers”, 

areas like business and marketing or in health and 

social services  

Contact: David Oseingghaus, email   

SDO profile: .garage Berlin  

    Deutsche Bahn Accelerator in Berlin calls for Applications for Batch # 4 
 Deutsche Bahn (the German Railways) for the fourth 

time has been calling startups to apply for the next 

round of its accelerator.  As in earlier rounds the call 

has. 

Being selected for the accelerator round startups are 

invited to work for three months in the DB co-

working space MindBox at Jannowitzbrücke in Berlin. 

had a focus. Under the headline 

“Hardware, Software, Data and 

Tech” in this round, Deutsche 

Bahn mainly is looking for 
 

Here the teams with the support of Deutsche Bahn can 

develop their products and test prototypes with access 

to the data world of the web and get support from in-

house Bahn mainly is looking for startups with smart, data-

driven technology systems that score by a combination 

of hardware and software. This could for example be 

elevators with integrated notification system that are in 

case of failure of a lift are displaying where the nearest 

functioning elevator is.  

Startup teams selected for the accelerator will have the 

exclusive opportunity to test and validate their proto-

types in the system of Deutsche Bahn.  

mentors and external experts. At the end of three 

months tested and validated prototypes will be pre-

sented at a Demo Day. With 25,000 euros in prize 

money also financial support will be provided. 

Startups could apply for the fourth round of the DB 

Accelerators up until August 21, 2016. Finalists will 

pitch on September 13 to get into the program starting 

October 14.  

Contact: mindbox Team, email SDO profile: mindbox  

 

http://www.startupnight.de/startups/bewerbt-euch-jetzt.html
http://www.startupnight.de/tickets.html
http://www.startupnight.de/
mailto:%20info@startupnight.de
http://www.garageberlin.de/die-garage-gmbh-feiert-ihren-10-geburtstag/
mailto:oesinghaus@garage-berlin.de
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2465
mailto:info@mindboxberlin.com
http://spica-directory.com/centers/?id=3107
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  One Million Euros for the Winner of the CUBE Challenge 

 

CUBE was launched in Berlin 

in early June 2017 as a global 

digital transformation ecosys-

tem. 

the CUBE Tech Fair on May 10-12, 2017 in Berlin. 

Startups and experts interested in joining the CUBE 

ecosystem can apply online. Contact Cube Team email 

info@cube-global.com  

 
tem. The CUBE Challenge Finale will take place at 

the 

More details on CUBE website 
  

  Sailing towards Business Success 
 "Pitch and Sail 2016" is to promote the exchange be-

tween established companies and startups in three 

different areas: Commerce – the future and growth 

entrepreneurs’ talk and networking at the BBQ. This 

event will not only offer new insights in startup devel-

opment, but also offer sailing experiences with a new 

strategies of commerce; not only e-commerce, but also 

sales, supply and marketing structures. Health – the 

potential and role of digital solutions. Industry - the 

vision of self-learning factories and networked  

team.  

Pitch and Sail 

2016 is organized 

jointly by the 

“Federal machines as well as the latest trends and developments 

shaping the 4th Industrial Revolution.  

Pitch sessions, workshops and panel discussions will 

be combined with enjoying the lake and sailing experi-

ences in several teams. The evening is for sailors’ and 

Federal Association of German Startups” and the 

association “Seglerhaus am Wannsee”. 

Information and ticket visit the Pitch & Sail website  

Contact: Laura Flynn, email  

SDO Profile: Federal Association of German Startups  

  Life is not only about Finance - Create Solutions beyond Banking  
 Fintech is a magic word in the world of startups. 

Fintech accelerators are being started in each and every 

place. Many cities want to become the fintech world 

hub. Now, Deutsche Bank, the leading finance  insti-

tute 

experiences.” Build your project around Deutsche 

Bank’s API, or enrich your existing app with the API. 

Unleash your creativity and imagination. Explore the 

universe beyond banking and be the new star of digital  

 tute in Germany and a 

global player (despite 

actual problems) says 

“Life is not only about 

finance.” And continues, 

“Life is  spending time 

with 
 

experience. 

Only team applications will be accepted.  Every team 
needs to cover the following skillset: developer, de-

signer, ideator and must consist of 3 – 6 members at a 

minimum age of 18 years.  

The winning teams will not only get great prestige,  

with your family and friends, starting a business, hav-

ing kids or what matters most to you.”  

On this basis it is only logical that the first Deutsche 

Bank Hackathon “API/OPEN”– to be held in Berlin 

October 28 – 30, 2016) is looking for “solutions for 

our clients that go beyond the current product and 

service offering of traditional retail banks. It’s time to 

create solutions that matter, ones with real-life impact.  
We are aiming for solutions for private or business 

clients that ease daily routines or for life-changing 

Bank’s  

 

good reputation and Deutsche Bank’s  interest in a 

long-term business relationship, the jury will award 

the best 3 teams with a total prize money of € 50,000 (  

A meetup on August 23, 2016 in the Deutsche Bank 

Innovation Lab will help clarifying open questions.  

Registration for this meetup is necessary by email. 

The deadline for applications is September 4, 2016 

though website. 

Contact: API/PEN Team email  

Website: Deutsche Bank API/OPEN  

 Cleantech Business Delegation from Berlin visits New York 
 Berlin is a startup hub; one focus is cleantech, for 

example in sustainable mobility, recycling or Smart 

Grid. To help such companies building international 

links and accessing the US market, the CleanTech 

Innovat 

keynotes and opportunities for participating compa-

nies to present their ideas and products in front of a 

prestigious and well-connected audience. 

This trip also is aimed at laying the foundation for 

future Innovation Center  (CIC) Berlin in cooperation with its 

transatlantic partners is organizing a trip to New York 

City. November  2 – 4, 2016 the Startup delegation 

will travel to New York to get into the cleantech scene  

future international-

ization activities of 

the CIC, aimed at 

improving  visibil-

ity over there, and to network with relevant stakeholders. 

The city has much to offer: financially strong inves-

tors, a well-developed infrastructure, numerous re-

search and innovation centers, and an excellent start up 

ecosystem. The program for the delegation will be  

tailor-made for the handpicked participants and en-

courage and open dialogue, matching with local com-

panies at meetings prepared before the travel, attending 

the Cleantech Conference with panel discussions and 

key 

ity of the Berlin cleantech sector. This will include 

further international travels and networking for clean-

tech startups brings them together with relevant stake-

holders in various innovation hubs. 

Startups from all over Germany can apply until Au-

gust 31, 2016. To apply send a short company presen-

tation and profile to CIC at email  

Contact: CIC Team email   

SDO Profile Cleantech Innovation Center 

  

mailto:http://cube-global.com/challenge-application
mailto:info@cube-global.com
mailto:info@cube-global.com
http://cube-global.com/#home
http://pitchandsail.co/
mailto:laura.flynn@deutschestartups.org
http://www.spica-directory.net/associations/?id=182
mailto:api.open@db.com
https://api-open.db.com/apply.html
mailto:api.open@db.com
https://api-open.db.com/
mailto:innovation@cleantechpark.de
mailto:innovation@cleantechpark.de
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3683
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SPICE Update in recent issues provided insights into the 

entrepreneurship ecosystems of a number of places, includ-
ing the region around Cologne and Düsseldorf: This time 

we add actual information about Düsseldorf, Germany to 

this series. the Capital of the State North Rhine Westphalia 

is located at the river Rhine 
 

back to the 14th 

century. The city is 
part of the “Rhine-

Ruhr Metropolitan 

area with about 10 

 

Entrepreneurial Hotspots 
 

CNG / DUS  

Düsseldorf with about 606,000 inhabitants is The state 

North RhineWestphalia and has a long history reaching 

back 

million people. The Heintich-Heine University in Düsseldorf. 

is supporting spin-off enterprises. 

  
Start.Werke -  Scholarships for starting a Business 
 The public utility company “Stadtwerke Dusseldorf” 

was founded 150 years ago and at this time is serving 

more than 600,000 customers in Dusseldorf and the 

region with electricity, gas, district heating and drink-

ing 

energy services, or data-driven supply and disposal 

models. Applicants, individuals or teams, do not have 

to have finished concepts, but need to show potential 

for the business idea. The next group of startup schol-

ars 

 

ing water. The company, 

with the goal of promoting 

the entrepreneurial scene of 

the city of Dusseldorf, is 

offering 

ars will start Sep 5 after participants have been select-

ed at the final pitch event on August 30, 2016. 

Selected program participants will get access to the 

facilities of STARTPLATZ and additionally personal  

offering a program “Start.Werke” to support entre-

preneurship and startups. The program offers scholar-

ships in cooperation with STARTPLATZ, a co-

working space in Düsseldorf and Cologne. 

The actual call for applications is focusing on “Smart 

City” topics, for example, data-based services for citi-

zens and businesses, intelligent urban mobility, mod-

ern living and related services, digital solutions for 

energy  

mentoring from the experienced innovation team and 

experts of Stadtwerke, access to in-house resources, 

exclusive insights and valuable contacts in the energy 

industry, and visibility through the communication 

channels of the utility company. 

Contact STARTPLATZ email  

SDO Profile: STARTPLATZ Düsseldorf  

Website Scholarship program / Stadtwerke Düsseldorf  
    Invitation to work in STARTPLATZ Köln with an AXA Founder Scholarship 
 The first day of working in STARTPLATZ Köln will 

be September 5, 2016 – for applicants that have been 

selected for the AXA Entrepreneurs Scholarship that is 

offered in cooperation of the AXA Insurance Group 

and 

The AXA Innovation Campus will support with  

- free use of software for structured (further) devel-

opment of business ideas  

- valuable contacts and insight in one of the top 

insur and the co-working space STARTPLATZ. 

The program is looking for startups founder that - 

alone or in a team – intend to work on an idea related 

with "Rethinking Security " with connections to the 

insur 
 

insurance industry. Finished concepts are not needed; 

the AXA Innovation Campus is looking for ideas with 

potential and points of contact. Applications are possi-

ble as creative presentation, film, one-pager or photo 

story. Selected teams get the chance to present their 

creativity and entrepreneurial talent with pitch. 

The winners of the process will receive - in addition to 

the normal services of STARTPLATZ - the AXA 

founder scholarship including comprehensive support 

by experts and mentors of the AXA corporate world.  

-  

insurance companies in Germany, 

 exclusive access to resources and the international 

network of AXA Innovation Campus, 

 participation in the AXA Innovation Campus se-

lection process. 

Applications should be made through the website  

Contact AXA Innovation Campus, Chiara Fries email  

Contact: STARTPLATZ Köln, Carolin Gattermann,  

SDO Profiles AXA Innovation Campus 

STARTPLATZ Köln   

     Building the Ecosystem: The Rhineland Pitch 
 The Rhineland-Pitch was initiated in 2013 by 

STARTPLATZ and takes place monthly. At these 

events 

All startups from all over Germany, no matter if just 

in idea stage or already advanced can apply.  

 

 

events four start-ups pre-

sent in front of an audi-

ence of about100 specta-

tors; 

The next dates for the Rheinland Pitch are 

26.09.2016 at STARTPLATZ Cologne 

31.10.2016 at STARTPLATZ Dusseldorf 

tors; potential investors, companies, startups and other 

people. The teams get seven minutes for their pitch and 

another seven minutes for questions from the audience. 

The winner is chosen by the audience.  

Twice a year, Rhineland-pitch Finals, bring three par-

ticipants from the last six months and a new startup on 

stage. The new startup is selected through social media 

In November 2016 the Rheinland-pitch Winter Finale 

will take place in Cologne with expectedly more than 

900 attendees, including key decision makers from 

politics, business and the startup scene. 

More information and application through website 

Contact: STARTPLATZ Team email   

SDO Profile STARTPLATZ KÖLN / DÜSSELDORF 

mailto:info@startplatz.de
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3189
http://stipendium.startplatz.de/stadtwerke-dus-gruender-stipendium/
https://www.swd-ag.de/
http://www.startplatz.de/gruenderstipendium/
mailto:team@axa-campus.de
mailto:Carolin.Gattermann@startplatz.de
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3177
STARTPLATZ%20Köln
http://rheinlandpitch.de/#bewerben
mailto:info@startplatz.de
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3177
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3189
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Incubator Quality New on SPICA World Map  

SPICA Directory has introduced a minimum “quality stand-

ard” for being listed on SPICA World Map”. This standard 

does not evaluate the quality of an incubator / technopark 

 
 

Germany: Nordstarter is a crowdfunding 

platform of the “Hamburg Creative Gesell-

schaft” for startups in the creative industry 

sector. operations, but if information provided is actual.  

 Organizations with actual data within recent two 

years  

SDO Profile: www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3648  

Puerto Rico: The accelerator Parallel 18 in 

San Jose since 2015 is offering a wide range  years are shown on SPICA World Map 

 Profiles inserted or updated more than 24 months ago 

are not accessible for directory users 

SPICA World Map only shows locations of “Centers” (in- 

of servcies from co-working space to equity investment. 

SDO profile: www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3660 

  

Canada: Espace-inc is an incubator-accelerator 

for impact startups o support the emergence of a 

new generation of leaders and entrepreneurs. 

cubators, technoparks, associations, consulting, support  

and and finance organizations) that have provided a complete 

and actual profile SDO Profile: www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3646  

 

 

SPICA World Map  
www.spica-directory.net/map 

Sweden: Movexum - Gävleborgs Regional 

Business Incubator is active since 2008 with 

serv 
 

services brining iinnovations from idea to market 

SDO Profile: www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2172 

SPICA World Map now is the main entry point for users 

 

Germany: The Equity Fund Mannheim 

was established by the City to provide fund-

ing 
of the directory. From that map access to the individual 

incubator technopark/ / association profiles in SPICA Di-

rectory is possible. Finding a specific profile also is possi-

ble 

 ing for young startups in the seed phase (funding  is availa-

ble ble for for the range of € 50,000 to 200,000) 

SDO profile: www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3630  ble by using the “search” function in the main menu, 

 

Developing a new Tool: 

At this time we are working on an advanced version of 

SPICE Directory.  A first effect you already can see. Now 

the directory also includes accelerators and co-working 

spaces. And more is to come. We are including finance 

sector organizations, education and training offers as well 

are research institutions. As a result SPICA Directory will 

offer visualization of entrepreneurship ecosystems  and 

direct access to organizations offering the tools, finance, 

and support needed for successfully starting and developing 

new businesses: 

SPICee – Entrepreneurship Ecosystems 

However, much work still is to be done. Therefore we are 

looking for voluntary Curators who are interested in mak-

ing their “home ecosystem” better known and at the same 

time help would.be-entrepreneurs and startups finding ac-

cess to the needed resources. Curators also should help with 

racing, testing, and developing the tools needed for making 

the new system efficient and user-friendly. 

In case you are interested to join and ready to invest some 

time please, contact us at spicee@spica-directory.net  
 

 
Is your organization not yet in SPICA Directory? 

You do not need to wait until the new tools are ready. You 

can add information about your offers and activities at any 

time. After you have registered  in SPICA Directory it is 

easy 

 

France: Energys Bretagne, a joint ptoject of 

seven science parks and 22 research institutions 

supports startup businesses with projects based 

on 
 

results from public or private research laboratories. 

SDO Profile: www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=998  

 

Malaysia: MaGIC, the Malaysian Global 

Innovation & Creativity Centre, is part of 

the the initiative to drive Malaysia towards a fully developed 

nation status by 2020 through entrepreneurship support. 

SDO profile: www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3700  

Poland: The National-Louis University since 

2014 is developing the Barianville Science Park 

specialized on the creative industry sector.  

 

SDO Profile: www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2064  

 

Croatia: Local Development Agency PINS Skrad 

(PINS) is supporting the realization of entrepreneuri-

al ideas across the region of Gorski Kotar. 

SDO Profile: www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=235  

Russia: The Technopark "STROGINO" 

in Moscow, a joint initative of public organ-

izationa incubator 
 

organizations also operates a technology business incubator. 

SDO Profile: www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3666  

 

Spain: BIC Araba is providing 

support services to entrepreneurs 

and businesses with the aim of 

promoting innovative and / or tech-

nology-based business initiatives 

and encourage their development. 

to promote innovative technology-based business 

SDO profile: www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=1546  

easy to add a new profile of your organization– just use 

the “Insert new Profile” tab in the main menu. 

We invite you to try and test the and help us to improve  

SPICA Directory 

Slovenia: The Slovene Enterprise 

Fund is a public financial fund owned  

by the Republic of Slovenia to support entrepreneurship. 

SDO Profile: www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3643  
 
 

 
 

   

http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3648
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3660
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3646
http://www.spica-directory.net/map
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2172
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3630
mailto:spicee@spica-directory.net
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=998
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3700
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2064
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=235
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3666
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=1546
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3643
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 Innovation & Entrepreneurship in Africa 
This page provides information about incubation activities and programs from AFRICA. Readers of SPICE 

Update are invited to send articles for information. AIN (African Incubator Network) is not active anymore. 

This is why we do not provide a contact for further information.                              (Graphic: VECTORSTOCK)  
   Zimbabwe Boosting Startup Entrepreneurship in Zimbabwe 

  Zimbabwe does not have a rich selection of business 

incubators, accelerators or co-working spaces. The 

Entrepreneurship Ecosystem offers room for im-

provement 

nancing comes at a high cost and it can put a strangle-

hold on the business. In many cases, it may be better 

to grow organically and look at the tools, technologies 
provement. Now, the South Afri-

can accelerator KBA, Knowledge 

Based Africa has launched an 

initiate for supporting startup 

enterprises in Zimbabwe, a 

bootcamp 

 

and strategies you have 

around you to support this 

growth.” Therefore, the 

bootcamp will include ac-

cess to growth capital and a 

bootcamp to be held in the country’s Capital Harare. 

The program is backed by the Zimbabwean Youth 

Ministry and the Ministry of Small and Medium 

Enterprises and Cooperative Development.  

Just as in other countries entrepreneurs in Zimbabwe 

believe that only lacking access to funding limits 

their possibilities to develop successfully. However, 

as Agnes Chikukwa-Hove, CEO of KBA states, “We 

often find that small businesses think they need to 

secure loans in order to grow. What we say to them 

is sometimes funding is not the biggest challenge; 

sometimes it’s the ability to reposition your business, 

address your operations and marketing. In fact, fi-

nancing 

Pan-African crowdfunding platform, deployment of a 

supervisory board for SMEs, as well as a targeted 

incubation algorithm and an advanced Trade Ex-

change Network (TradeX). 

The Harare bootcamp will empower 200 entrepre-

neurs, equipping them with skills and business 

toolkits, after which 50 participants will be selected 

for a 12-month business incubation program. The 

deadline for applications just passed, now the partici-

pants of the bootcamp will be selected. 

For more details see article on KBA website 

Contact: Agnes Chikukwa-Hove, email  

SDO Profile KBA  

 South Africa South Africa Innovation Summit 
  The SA Innovation Summit is a platform for nurtur-

ing, developing and showcasing South African inno-

vation. 2016 offers numerous opportunities for en-

trepreneurs 

become innovations and how these innovations can 

be accelerated to reach the market for social, envi-

ronmental and/or financial impact.  

 

The Summit provides the tools, knowledge, net-

working and funding opportunities.  

The SA Summit will kick off in Johannesburg on 

Sep 21 with two full conference days offering the  

 trepreneurs, innovators, thought-leaders, policymak-

ers, inventors and investors to drive innovation in 

South Africa. The lead-up events are held since June 

and will culminate in September. 

Created to support and promote innovation and facil-

itate collaboration among actors, the SA Innovation 

Summit, held annually since 2008, has developed to 

a crucial tool to inspire economic growth. More than 

500 delegates are expected at the main Summit 

event and 8000 at the Market on the Edge. 

The theme of the summit is “Accelerate- Innovate-

Ignite!” indicating the aim to look beyond great 

ideas. The Summit wants to explore how great ideas  

opportunity to participate in exciting, thought-

provoking events including presentations by world 

renowned speakers, workshops, plenary Sessions, 

CEO Panel Debates, and breakaway sessions with 

specialist workshops and themed streams. 

- Market on the Edge will open on Sep 23, to-

gether with the Match & Invest lounge, the 

Pitching Den and the Inventors Garage. 

- The Youth Day in Johannesburg on Sep 24. 

- Ignite! the spirit of innovation in TED-style 

turbo-charged talks starts on Friday, Sep 23. 

For more information see Summit website 

Contact: Through website or by email 
  Senegal  SLUSH comes to Senegal for the Second Time 
  Preparing for the Global competition Slush 2016 in 

Helsinki, Finland) CTIC Dakar organized a com-

pletion for finding technology startups with a so-

cial impact to be sent to attend the vent in Finland 

this year ((Nov 22–Dec 2, 2016). This already was 

the second pitching for SLUSH in Senegal. 

a  

2, 2016). This already was the second pitching for 

SLUSH in Senegal. Applications for the Slush Sene-

gal petition for finding 

technology startups 

with a social im-

pact to be sent to  

 
 

gal competition were open until 

August 1 and on August 10 the se-

lected companies came to pitch at 

CTIC. Ten startups were selected –  

and  attend the event in Finland this year (Nov 22–Dec  and here are the three winners:       continued on next page… 

http://kbaafrica.com/calling-zimbabwean-entrepreneurs-new-business-incubator/
mailto:info@kbaafrica.com
KBA
http://innovationsummit.co.za/about/
mailto:info@innovationsummit.co.za
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… continued from previous page…   Developed by DevEngine Dakar this all-African 

android 

 

Volkeno is Swahili and means volcano 

– symbol for the work, calmness and  

android application is available in all African coun-

tries. 

strength. Being a young Senegalese 

company Volkeno creates and helps to 

 

Andando is an  economical solution for 

passengers and drivers. The app allows 

to create high value-added products – the right part-

ner for those having good ideas for an app, but 

to find "covoituriers" both for short trips 

around town as well as longer trips from 

lacking the time and resources for realizing it. 

Volkeno is a “Make Tank”. Email: Volkeno  

city to city. Andando is the to your worries ecologi-

cal movements. Email Andando.  

 

CoinAfrique is dedicated to classified 

ads in Africa. Adds can be accessed 

throughout Francophone Africa (CFA 

zone) and is completely free. 

The interest in this CTIC 

competition and the pitch-

ing event with ten candi-

dates once again showed 

 
The goal is to bring users the best technology the potential of the Dakar 

through a simple, intuitive, and quick to load to the 

users to help them finding the best opportunity. 

Startup scene. For details see website.  

Contact: Regina Mbdoj,  SDO Profile CTIC Dakar  

  Liberia iLab Monrovia will enter a new Era 
iLab in Monrovia, Liberia in early August started 

the transition to a new location and an expanded 

mission.  An event on Aug 4, 2016 informed about 

the 

to access some of the same benefits of iLab - fast 

internet, co-working hours, training activities and 

public events - as well as other services such as the 

opport 

 

the upcoming move and 

what new and improved 

services iLab will offer at 

opportunity to rent office and desk space, conference 

room and training hall access for clients’ activities 

and collaborations. The new location will offer 

space the new space. After that event iLab temporarily 

halted organizing public events at the old location 

and will resume such activities once the move to 

Carey St. has been completed in late September / 

early October. 

The new space, iCampus, will operate in coopera-

tion with the local non-profit organization Ac-

countability Lab, a place where people can come 

to access 

much more space on Carey Street (just after the 

Nelson St intersection) and a new range of services.  

To prepare for the new offers iLab recently did a 

survey with actual and potential clients to better 

understand their needs and interests. 

Contact: iLab Monrovia, email or Carter J. Draper, 

email 

SDO Profile: iLab Monrovia  

  Ghana MEST Company Asoriba returned from Barclays Accelerator 
  Asoriba is one of the companies in the MEST 

Incubator in Accra, Ghana. Asoriba with its web 

application targets half a billion African Chris-

tians, The 

Barclays Cape Town accelerator program, Asoriba 

spent 3 months connecting with decision-makers 

from Barclays and the broader South African busi-

ness 

 
tians. The web application enables effective church 

administration for leaders, provides seamlessly 

engagement for members and conveniently digitiz-

es donations to churches via mobile. Asoriba API 

also enables financial institutions to provide finan-

cial 
 

ness and technolo-

gy community.  

Now, after the 

acceleration pro-

cess is over, the 

team cial services (eg. health and funeral insurance) for 

the millions of unbanked people within the Chris-

tian community. 

The Asoriba team was one of the only 10 fintech 

companies selected from over 450 applicants for 

the first Barclays Accelerator program in Cape 

Town, South Africa. This accelerator works in 

cooperation with the renown Techstars accelerator. 

As a member of the inaugural cohort of the new 

Barclays 

team of Asoriba returned to Accra and reports on the 

experiences made with the program from application 

to the learnings, for example, how selling software 

in South Africa differs from Ghana and the general 

differences between the West African and the South 

African markets. 

Contact MEST Neal Hansch, email  

Contact Barclays Accelerator Deddy Gan email  

SDO Profile MEST and Barclays Accelerator  

  Kenya Health in East Africa - Villgro Kenya calls for Applications 
  Villgro Kenya, a partner of Villgro Innovations 

Foundation in India, is calling for mentors and is 

inviting proposals from entrepreneurs/ researchers 

working on innovative healthcare solutions in East 

Africa. Selected applicants receive deep incubation  

aimed at inspiring a 

new wave of innova-

tive thinking towards 

the deep-rooted 

health challenges in 

af 

 

support, mentoring , access to experts, networks 

and more. The initiatives of Villgro Kenya are 

aimed 

Africa, through social entrepreneurship and impact 

investment.            … continued of following page… 

 

http://volkeno-tank.com/
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=dev.cityway.andando
mailto:contact@volkeno-tank.com
mailto:citywaydev@gmail.com
http://www.coinafrique.com/
https://accounts.google.com/ServiceLogin?continue=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fa%2Fcticdakar.com%2Fforms%2Fd%2F1S9XcpCCmXIlmgi92aK8nAb0pkt-gcuYWxPf9uNkDEOk%2Fprefill&followup=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fa%2Fcticdakar.com%2Fforms%2Fd%2F1S9XcpCCmXIlmgi92aK8nAb0pkt-gcuYWxPf9uNkDEOk%2Fprefill&ltmpl=forms&hd=cticdakar.com&service=wise&sacu=1&rip=1#identifier
mailto:regina.mbodj@cticdakar.com
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2371
mailto:%20info@ilabliberia.org
mailto:carter@ilabliberia.org
http://www.spica-directory.net/asf/?id=2823
mailto:neal.hansch@meltwater.org
mailto:deddy.gan1@barclays.com
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2403
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3675
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2577
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2577
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… continued from previous page… Villgro Kenya is an 

early-stage social enterprise incubator that sup-

ports innovative businesses in the healthcare and 

life sciences sector. The main areas of activity are 

supporting early-stage, innovation-based, for-profit 

social enterprises businesses in the healthcare and 

life sciences sector by providing incubation ser-

vices. This is to help bringing globalhealth innova-

tions to market through social entrepreneurship 

and to promote sustainable health impact in Kenya 

and Eastern Africa. Working at the interface of 

science and industry 

science and industry, Villgro Kenya brings years of 

experience in R&D/academia and entrepreneurship 

in the region that is relevant to global health tech-

nology development and go-to market strategies. For 

providing the incubation services Villgro Kenya is 

cooperating with the co-working / maker space 

Gearbox in Nairobi. 

For more information about the calls for mentors 

and proposal see website  

Contact: Mariella, email  

SDO Profile Villgro Kenya / Villgro India /Gearbox 

  Africa AfriLabs proposes Annual Gathering 2016  

  AfriLabs is the African network of startup labs and 

hubs on the African continent. AfriLabs builds on 

a common vision to promote growth and develop-

ment of the African technology business sector. 

Now, the network is proposing to hold an annual 

Proposed for the event are  

- Building a start-up company from an open in-

novation space, leveraging on network effect, 

knowledge sharing and shared resources  

- Leveraging hub networks to assess markets in-

vesting 

 

gathering, this 

time in Accra 

Ghana on Octo-

ber 25-27, 2016 

vesting in Africa’s knowledge economy 

- Understanding open innovation – its economic 

impact African smart cities; Are we ready? Pol-

icy, innovation, infrastructure, culture, civil so-

cienty 

-  
. The event is aimed to provide an opportunity for 

members and stakeholders to convene, learn the 

latest hub insights, and build partnerships between 

and with hubs.  Participants invited are not only 

the hub management (including non-AfriLab 

members), but also key grassroots techies inclusive 

of developer groups across the continent, start-ups 

incubated by AfriLabs member hubs, angel inves-

tors /venture capitalists , corporate organizations 

supporting African technology knowledge  as well 

as local political and regional development bodies. 

The 3-day gathering will offer keynote addresses, 

interactive panel and showcase sessions, master 

classes, pitch sessions, and an exhibition. 

ciety, Government and Technology; 

-  Leveraging on technology to promote transpar-

ency, accountability in government and civil so-

ciety participation.  

- The future of (using technology); Governance, 

Health Care, Fashion, Agriculture & Food Secu-

rity, Telecommunications, Rural Development 

and Job Creation, Security and Terrorism, 

Globalization and Knowledge Sharing  

Network members and other key stakeholders are 

invited to indicate their interest in speaking and 

supporting the preparation of the event.  Ideas and 

suggestions are welcome to Anna Egbagbe by email  

SDO Profile AfriLabs   

  Malawi Environmentally friendly Bathtub – mHub Malawi educates Girls  
  mHub located in Lilongwe the Capital of the coun-

try. It is Malawi’s first technology business incu-

bator and has a specific focus entrepreneurship for 

women and girls. The Girl's Entrepreneurship  

suitable for people with disabilities, an oval tub 

particularly for elderly people,  a sophisticated bath-

tub for people with 'big bodies', and a kids timer 

shower that reduces water wastage.  Of course, par-

ticipants also  Training Pro-

gram end of July 

attracted 40 Ma-

lawian girls from 

all 
 

participants also received infor-

mation about the “theory” of en-

trepreneurship, for example prob-

lem solving methodology,  target-

ed all across Lilongwe to listen to the experienced 

university lecturer Thandi Mtwetwa, to become 

inspired by her talks on how to do business and 

make ideas a reality. 

Participants shared their ideas with others and 

received constructive criticism on how to go about 

developing their ideas. On one of the training days 

attendees were split in five groups with the task to 

create an environmentally friendly bathtub. The 

results include a mobile bath which could be used 

at weddings and other events, a comfortable bath 

suitable for  

ed idea creation, and evaluating if an idea is feasible 

and viable. 

mHub is Malawi’s first technology hub. Founded in 

2013 by Rachel Sibande, a young Malawian tech-

nology entrepreneur, mHub as an incubator for tech-

nology startups, has a goal to enhance youth devel-

opment in business and technology by creating a 

platform to share experiences and to develop skills 

in ICT and business entrepreneurship. 

Contact: Rachel Sibande email  

SDO Profile mHub  / Source, photo: mHub blog   

 

http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3461
http://villgrokenya.or.ke/
mailto:mariella@villgro.org
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3679
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2577
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3461
mailto:anna@afrilabs.com
http://www.spica-directory.net/associations/?id=173
mailto:info@mhubmw.com
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3690
http://www.mhubmw.com/article/41
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  Uganda Outbox: Women Passion Program, Financial Inclusion, safer Motorcycle Taxis 

  Outbox in Kampala, Uganda is active since 2012 

and has become one of the leading incubators in 

the country. Services include business incubation, 

co-working, events on a wide range of topics and 

speci 

Ensibuuko is a cloud-based 

financial services startup tar-

geting the microfinance market 

globally. The company works 

as 

 

 

specific programs. For 

example, the successful 

WOPA, Women Passion 

Program that within one 

year brought skills in 

lean 

Software-as-a-Service (SaaS) provider offering a 

solution for financial inclusion by experienced prac-

titioners. Ensibuuko has received governmental 

endorsement and won a number of prizes, like East 

African ICT4Ag hackathon, Sankalp Forum, and 

lean startup methodology, leadership skills, and 

web programming to women of all ages. 75 girls 

were trained, 15 of them with one-on-one mentor-

ship, and four got employment after the program.  

Since start four years ago Outbox has helped 13 

startups, raised over US$1-million in funding, and 

created 80 jobs. More than 7,000 participants at-

tended 

Unilever Sustainable Living. As Ensibuuko needs to 

widen its customer basis, business planning (accord-

ing their company report for 2015) foresees for this 

and the coming year continuation of the investment 

phase and for 2018 expects to become self-

financing. 

Contact Ensibuuko: Opio David, email  

tended Outbox workshops and the four-week Out-

box box Bootcamp on Web development. 

The success of this accelerator was possible with  

SafeBoda, founded 

in 2014, aims at 

bringing more safety  
sponsoring and support from partners like Google 

and the telecoms Seacom and MTN Uganda as 

well as Africa Broadcasting. 

The founder of Outbox, Richard Zulu, sees entre-

preneurship support as a key issue for the future of 

the country that has about 40,000 graduates from 

universities, but only about 20 percent of them find 

qualified jobs. Two of the Outbox companies and 

the Women Passion Program already show impact 

and illustrate how business incubation can impact 

economic development. SDO Profile Outbox  

Contact Outbox Richard Zulu, email 

and reliability to the popular motorcycle taxis, the 

“lifeblood of most cities in Africa”. SafeBoda is a 

community of professional, trained motorcycle taxis 

drivers (boda-boda). The drivers’ vests and helmets 

are branded in orange making it possible to easily 

identify them on the street. Or the company’s mobile 

app allows finding the nearest SafeBoda taxi easily. 

Beginning with the 1,000 motorcycle taxis Safe-

Boda’s community has today, the aim is to bring its 

services to the 5+ million motorcycle taxis on the 

African continent. 

Contact SafeBoda: Rapa Thomson Ricky, email  

  Cameroon Four new Companies for ActiveSpaces in Cameroon 
  The second edition of the ActiveSpaces „Pitch Day 

237“ was held end of July 2016 and resulted in 

selecting 

 

 

– Kemi Store, an online platform with the promise 

that ordered products will be delivered within 15 days 

that 

 

selecting four companies 

for the Activation 

Bootcamp”.  As for the 

pich  
 

– Ozi Press, a digital kiosk 

with Cameroonian newspa-

pers to be viewed on 

smartphones first pitch day the CAN, Cameroon Angels Network 

supported the event, aimed to support startups incu-

bated at ActivSpaces and give an opportunity for the 

public to discover promising technology projects. 

Viva and Djoss.tv, both winners of the previous 

edition of the Pitch Day, reported about progress of 

their project since last year. Following them, twelve 

projects were presented and finally four were select-

ed for the “Activation Bootcamp”: 

smartphones or computers  

– iDJANGUI, a mobile application to help manage 

financial transactions 

– FELICITY, the easiest method to trade, customer 

loyalty and manage promotional campaigns. 

For more information, also about winners of the earlier 

pitch day, visit ActiveSpaces blog  

Contact Active Spaces team email  

SDO Profile Active Spaces¸ SDO Profile CAN  

  South Africa 10X-E brings new Approach to scale-up South African Startups 
  The mission of 10X-E is help companies with po-

tential and a talented team to scale-up. The program 

over a 

 

acceleration companies that are more than two years in 

business. The 10X-E program  consists of  a series of 

one over a period of 18-36 months 

period provides founding teams 

with guidance from experienced 

 
 

of one-day bootcamps providing step-by-step guid-

ance, a curated library of know-how, ‘ready to go’ 

toolkits to accelerate implementation timeframes, and 

coaching sessions from experienced entrepreneurs who 

have scaled significant businesses.  

Contact: Monique Senekal, email 

msenekal@edgegrowth.com  

SDO Profile 10X-E http://www.spica-

directory.net/centers/?id=3699  

 

entrepreneurs, to help them scaling their business. 

Although aimed at accelerating growth of compa-

nies this program is different from the know accel-

erator approach. The target group is basically post-

accele 

coaching sessions from experienced entrepreneurs who 

have scaled significant businesses.  

Contact: Monique Senekal, email  

SDO Profile 10X-E  

  

http://www.ensibuuko.com/
http://www.wopa.outbox.co.ug/
http://www.wopa.outbox.co.ug/
mailto:info@ensibuuko.com
SafeBoda
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3462
mailto:%20hello@outbox.co.ug
mailto:info@safeboda.com
http://kemistore.net/
http://www.ozipress.com/
http://idjangui.com/
https://www.facebook.com/felicityloyal/
http://blog.activspaces.com/2016/07/four-startups-selected-for-the-activation-bootcamp-at-the-pitch-day-237/
mailto:info@activspaces.com
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2905
http://www.spica-directory.net/asf/?id=3698
mailto:msenekal@edgegrowth.com
mailto:msenekal@edgegrowth.com
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3699
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3699
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3699
mailto:msenekal@edgegrowth.com
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3699
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  Lebanon Lebanon Startup Scene goes Silicon Valley 
  After last year’s successful roadshow of Startup 

Megaphone in New York with more than 300 at-

tendees, another startup hotspot is on the list: Start 

Up Lebanon - Silicon Valley Roadshow 2016. 

Organized jointly by the American Lebanese Cham-

ber 

Valley veterans, leading up to a VIP Gala Dinner & 

Conference. The Roadshow will bring together deci-

sion makers from the USA and Lebano, expose key 

stakeholders from Lebanon’s startup ecosystem to best 

practices in investing, acceleration, mentorship, men-

torship community 

 

ber of Commerce 

and Startup Mega-

phone the trip 

(Sep 12 – 17, 

2016) will be a 1-

week executive 

tour 

munity building, connect Lebanese industry leaders in 

with startup veterans in the Valley, facilitate fundrais-

ing for Lebanese startups, accelerators, and VCs, and 

highlight the Middle East and North African market 

opportunity to US startups, investors, and accelerators. 

Startup Megaphone is a specialized resource and mar-

keting 

 
tour of San Francisco, Palo Alto, Mountain View, 

and more, featuring site visits, luncheons, business 

meetings, and dinners with leading tech companies, 

entrepreneurs, investors, accelerators, and Silicon 

Valley veterans,  

keting engine that amplifies and directs the voice of 

Lebanon’s startup ecosystem to the world.  

More information on Startup Megaphone website  

Contact email SVR@startupmegaphone.com  
   Lebanon One Year after Start: Demo Day for Second Batch of SPEED @ BDD 

  In summer 2015 the acceleration program SPEED 

@ BDD in Beirut, Lebanon started. One year later 

already was Demo Day for the second batch of 7 

Startups –a good opportunity for celebrating the first 

per batch through its LebNet Ignite powered by Black-

box Connect” acceleration and mentorship program, 

However, the quality of Batch II entrepreneurs was so 

exceptional that with Jellyfish, Synkers, and Vision in 

Motion anniversary of the accelerator. “Today, we celebrate 

our first year anniversary and we are proud of the 

achievements of the 13 accelerated startups,” com-

mented Sami Abou Saab, CEO of the accelerator, 

during the welcome note at the Sursock Museum 

and 
  

and continued “On behalf of the Speed@BDD team, 

I would like to thank the Central Bank of Lebanon 

and the whole community whose continuous in-

volvement and contribution are key to putting Leba-

non on the global entrepreneurial map.” 

The accelerator usually sponsors up to two startups 

per 

Motion three startups were fully sponsored by 

Speed@BDD to get immersed in the Silicon Valley 

ecosystem for two weeks in August. 

For more details visit SPEED @ BDD website   

Contact: Sami Abou Saab email 

SDO Profile SPEED @ BDD           Photo: SPEED@BDD 

  Saudi Arabia Startup Weekend Taif carries on Saudi Arabia’s Vision 2030 
  The Startup Weekend in Sooq Okadh in Taif ended 

on Aug 13. The event falls under the Saudi Vision 

2030 that aims to make the country’s economy di-

verse and sustainable, and to encourage Saudi’s 

yourg 

The first prize of 20,000 SAR (ca. 5,000 USD) went to 

Wahidoun, an app that targets children suffering from 

autism. Still in the development stage, the app was 

designed after consulting with several specialists in the 

field youth to invest in building a knowledge 

economy. 

Organized by Badir Program for Technol-

ogy Incubators and King Abdulaziz City 

for Science and Technology (KAST), the 

Taif event hosted both male and female 

Saudi 
 

field. Still under construction, the 

app enhances and eases commu-

nication for autistic kids through 

audible and visual icons that 

express emotions and feelings. 

The second prize (15,000 SAR) 

 Saudi innovators. Only 62 of the 303 ideas were 

selected and 15 made it to the final stage. After 

introductions, participants presented their ideas and 

the audience voted.  Ideas with the highest marks 

were worked on by participants groups to around 

build, develop and design business models. Mentors 

aided the groups in developing sound marketing 

strategies. On final day, the teams presented their 

projects to a panel of judges for feedback and evalu-

ation. The three winning teams were: 

was won by Mic one. The third place (10,000 SAR) 

went to Salleh by Ibrahim Al Ajlan, Ibrahim Al Qas-

sim and Saad Al Osimy. This event “aims to develop 

initiative and innovation spirit in Saudi youth in order 

to turn unique projects into promising entrepreneurial 

projects,” according to the Startup Weekend in Sooq 

Okadh press release.  

Contact: Badir Startup Weekend email  

Startup Weekend Website SDO Profile BADIR  
This article is a shorted version. Full report on SPICE News page 

    

Business Incubation in MENA  

 

This page provides information about incubation activities from MENA (Middle East and 
North Africa).  MENA

inc
 is the regional infoDev supported network of business incubators 

and technology parks. More information: http://www.menainc.org  

 

 

 

 

 

http://startupmegaphone.com/
http://startupmegaphone.com/
mailto:SVR@startupmegaphone.com
mailto:SVR@startupmegaphone.com
http://speedlebanon.com/seven-startups-took-stage-speedbdd-demo-day-ii/
mailto:info@speedlebanon.com
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3214
mailto:aaleisa@badir.com.sa
http://www.startupweekend.sa/
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2578
http://www.spice-group.net/actual/#1449
http://www.menainc.org/
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    Business Incubation in Latin America  
This page provides information about incubation activities and programs from the 

Latin America and Caribbean region.  RIDI  is the regional network of business incu-

bators 
 

bators and technology parks that has been set up with support from the infoDev program. For more information, 

please visit the website http://www.itcp.coppe.ufrj.br/ridi/  
    Latin America Agora Accelerator Class 2017: Open for Applications 

  The Agora Accelerator is for entrepreneurs solving  - Clear, measurable, and sustainable positive  

social and environmental challenges in Latin Ameri-

ca or the Caribbean, who match following criteria: 

- Early or growth stage, post proof of concept;  

- Annual income between USD $50K and $2M; 

-  

 

impact on society/the envi-

ronment.  

Applications for the 2017 Accel-

erator class are invited until 

August 31, 2016 through website  

-  

 

 
- Currently looking for investment to scale;  

- Legally incorporated as a for-profit structure;  

August 31, 2016 through website 

SDO Profile: Agora Contact: Ben Powell email  

 Chile Pre-accelerator for Female Entrepreneurs in Chile started second Round  
  S Factory is the name of the Pre-accelerator of 

Startup Chile. It is a governmental program aimed at 
The entrepreneurs must stay in the country for the 

three month of the program and help in the social  
attracting young, inno-

vative entrepreneurs to 

move to Chile. In a pilot 

phase S Factory already  

impact of entrepreneurship through sharing experi-

ences and knowledge with other startups with the 

aim to grow the women entrepreneurs network in 

Chile. At the end of the pre-acceleration process,  
has selected 16 startups to be part of the 1st genera-

tion in this acceleration program starting September 

7, 2016. The participating startups are led by women 

entrepreneurs and receive 10 million pesos (about 

US$ 15.000) and a 12-month working visa to come 

and work in Chile. In this pilot cohort, most of the 

participants come from Chile (43%). Other countries 

represented are United States, Argentina, Albania, 

Dominican Republic, Estonia, Germany, Italy and 

Mexico.  Healthcare and Biotechnology are the most 

represented industries, but also Finance, Education, 

Ecommerce, and Clean Tech are represented. 

participants will have the chance to apply to StartUp 

Chile that offers CLP 20 million (~ US $35.000) and 

then eventually to the follow-on fund SCALE that 

provides the companies that have significant trac-

tion, are generating revenue and that need the extra 

capital to grow in Chile and expand to the rest of 

Latin America with CLP 60 million (~ US 

$100.000). 

For more information about the S Factory, please 

visit website 

Contact: S Factory team email:  

SDO Profile: The S Factory      

  
 Latin America Companies of the Agora Accelerator Class prepare for Investor Talks 

  Agora Partnerships has worked for more than a 

decade to accelerate the shift to a sustainable econ-

omy through supporting entrepreneurship and inno-

vation, the key drivers of human progress. Unleash-

ing the potential of entrepreneurs who are building 

purpose-driven businesses that create value for every 

stakeholder is essential to overcoming critical global  

nies at the SOCAP conference in San Francisco. The 

companies cover a wide range of technologies, 

products, services, and markets form ethical fashion 

through financial inclusion, green growth, fisheries, 

food and agriculture to mobile apps. To provide an 

better impression of all 24 companies of the Agora 

2016 class the list below with direct links 

 challenges. The main 

tool for helping such 

enterprises is the Ago-

ra flagship program is 

the Agora Accelerator 

(website) a four month 

program designed to 

provide entrepreneurs 

access to the 

knowledge, networks, 

and capital they need 

to succeed. At this 

time, entrepreneurs of  

Ethical Fashion:  KorBáta and Chureca Chic; Fi-

nancial Inclusion:  Estufa Dona Dora and  Sensei; 

Green Growth:  FLOREX,  Pachigen, PROMESA,  

Purasol and  Veerhouse Voda; Sustainable Fisher-

ies:  Don Curvino and Luna Hermanos: Sustainable 

Food and Agriculture: Advanced Biocontrol-

lers, Baby Faves Organics, Tecnatrop, and Viogaz; 

Sustainable Food and Agriculture (Indige-

nous): Cruz Campo Peru and Shanantina; Tech for 

Community Engagement:  allGreenup,  Brave 

Up, Colab.re,  Develop Link,  GPSPAY,  Laborato-

ria, and OINCS. 

Investors interested in connecting with any of the 
the 2016 Accelerator class are preparing for con-

versations with investors.Sep 14, 2016 Agora will 

hold Investment Roundtables for 12 of the compa-

nies 

above companies may contact Agora directly 

through email. 

SDO Profile: Agora; Contact: Ben Powell email  

  

http://www.itcp.coppe.ufrj.br/ridi/
http://agorapartnerships.org/accelerator-apply/
http://agorapartnerships.org/accelerator-apply/
http://www.spica-directory.net/asf/?id=2750
mailto:Ben_Powell@mail.vresp.com
http://www.thesfactory.org/
mailto:info@thesfactory.org
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3647
http://agorapartnerships.org/accelerator/
KorBáta
Chureca%20Chic
http://www.estufaddora.com/
http://www.sensei.com.sv/
http://www.florexcr.com/english.html
Pachigen, 
PROMESA
http://www.purasol.co.cr/
http://www.veerhousevoda.com/
http://agorapartnerships.org/2016/04/04/don-curvino/
http://agorapartnerships.org/2016/04/04/luna-hermanos/
http://www.abiocontrollers.com/
http://www.abiocontrollers.com/
http://www.babyfavesorganics.com/
Tecnatrop
http://www.viogaz.com/
http://www.cruzcampoperu.com/
Shanantina
http://www.allgreenup.com/home/
http://www.braveup.cl/
http://www.braveup.cl/
Colab.re
http://www.developlink.org/
http://www.gpsgay.com/
http://laboratoria.la/en
http://laboratoria.la/en
http://oincs.com/
mailto:alitvinova@agorapartnerships.org
http://www.spica-directory.net/asf/?id=2750
mailto:Ben_Powell@mail.vresp.com
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India Social impact investment fund Menterra announces two investments 

  
 

Malaysia - Vietnam Accelerator – Co-working Cooperation Malaysia – Vietnam 
  

 

 

 Business Incubation in ASIA  
This section provides information about incubation activities from the ASIA 

region. APIN, the Asia Pacific Incubation Network is the regional networks of 

business incubators and technology parks set up with support from infoDev. See 

www.incubationasia.com/index.php; contact Suresh Kumar, psgstep@vsnl.com  

   

Menterra Social Impact Fund is an impact investment 

fund for early-stage social enterprises working in 

education, health, and agriculture (see News report of 

May17, 2016). The fund offers startups funding at the 

increases agricultural productivity by 10% and re-

duces input costs by 30%. With Menterra's fund-

ing and strategic advice, operations can be ex-

panded to new regions 

-  

 
critical early stages of a business. Menterra collabo-

rates with social enterprise incubator Villgro to sup-

port and fund for-profit social enterprises in India. 

After opening for applications in May this year, Men-

terra now has announced investments in two high- 

potential social enterprises: 

- Biosense Technologies, developing high-quality, 

affo  
 

Menterra now is raising further 

funding. Several high-profile 

individual investors with proven 

entrepreneurial track record and 

corporate experience are now 

investing in Menterra Social 

Impact Fund, for example Arun 

affordable point-of-care diagnostics solutions for 
non-invasive anemia screening targeting at more 

than 50% of pregnant women, adolescent girls 

and children. Biosense devices are used in 2,000 

villages by 2,500 physicians across India. Over 

200,000 tests have been conducted, the enterprise 

aims at 1 million tests by the end of this year.  

- NubeSol, a company that provides precision farm-

ing services to sugar companies. The technology  

-  

Jain, founder of Polaris and Intellect design; Amrit  

Banaspati Co. Limited, known for several successful 

FMCG brands; and Suresh Vazirani, well-known 

philanthropist and founder of Transasia Biomedicals, 

India’s largest in-vitro diagnostics (IVD) company.  

For more information visit the Menterra blog 

Contact Meneterra, Mukesh Sharma email  

Villgro Paul Basil email  

SDO Profile Menterra; SDO Profile Villgro  

       Australia Female Founders Hackathon at Fisburners 

  The third July weekend in Sydney, Australia: Fis-

burners held its first Female Founders Hackathon 

with 79 aspiring entrepreneurs participating. The 

event 

new startups. It also is worth looking at the companies 

already developing. For example, 

Hyper Anna is an artificial intelligence interface that 

event is part of a new initiative 

this co-working space has 

launched: ‘Weekends At Fish-

burners’, a series of events aimed 

at bringing together like minded 

people 

 

allows users to ask any data-related questions in natu-

ral language and receive insights in natural language 

and graphs. The more Anna interacts with her users.  

RemoteBase is an open database of companies and 

jobs, connecting people all over the world. The founder 

people to give them a taste of entrepreneurship. 

13 teams after working on a wide range of ideas 

pitched at the Female Founders Hackathon in front of 

the judging panel of high-caliber entrepreneurs.  One 

of the teams, Audr worked on a consolidated podcast 

idea and agreed to continue work after the hackathon.  

However, Fishburners is not only working to inspire 

is aiming to change the way people view work.  

SkyCiv is completely cloud based engineering soft-

ware that allows users to access their programs and 

files from a web browser, without any download.  
 

This article sis based on information from the Fishburners 
newsletter - for more visit Fishburners profile and website 

Contact: Murray Hurps, email SDO Profile Fishburners 
   

With the launch of Alpha Startups Vietnam, the 

Malaysia-based accelerator and early-stage investor 

1337 

out to Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar and Vietnam.  The 

first batch of the new Alpha Startups  in Vietnam was 

launched Ventures announced its entry into the Vietnam mar-

ket. This launch is part of a partnership with the 

Dreamplex co-working space and the Mekong Busi-

ness Initiative (MBI) supported by   the Asian De-

velopment. 

 

 

launched in Ho Chi Minh on 

May 16, 2016. This program 

also runs in Malaysia, Indonesia, 

and Philippines twice a year and 

 

 
velopment Bank(ADB) and the Government of 

Australia This cooperation also will help Dreamplex 

to expand into an accelerator model via its new 

division Dream Labs. At the same time Dreamplex 2 

is in preparation, to open on November 1, 2016.  

With the MBI as partner, activities also can reach 

out  

 

provides the top three teams of each batch with a mi-

cro-investment of US$5,000, Additional services (val-

ued  US$25,000) and other services  including extend 

AWS credits and business support. 

Contact:  Dreamplex, email / Contact: 1337 email  

SDO Profile 1337accelerator / Dreamplex 

http://www.incubationasia.com/index.php
mailto:psgstep@vsnl.com
http://www.spice-group.net/actual/?start=0&search=menterra#1350
http://www.biosense.in/
http://nubesol.co.in/
http://www.menterra.com/blog.html
mailto:info@menterra.com
mailto:paul@villgro.org
http://www.spica-directory.net/asf/?id=3597
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2577
http://fishburners.us4.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=0d580009ab8dd9263cda7c278&id=9239e56886&e=0bf003fdc3
http://fishburners.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0d580009ab8dd9263cda7c278&id=fbbed670f9&e=0bf003fdc3
http://fishburners.us4.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=0d580009ab8dd9263cda7c278&id=2f5ad11f66&e=0bf003fdc3
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2679
http://fishburners.org/
mailto:murray@fishburners.org
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2679
mailto:info@dreamplex.co
mailto:info@1337.ventures
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3702
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3703
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Important upcoming Events                   http://www.spice-group.de/events/ 

  
If the conference hosts are members of SPICE Group the respective logo is shown at the event. As the full list 

of events is taking too much space in the newsletter only a brief overview can be provided. We recommend 

visiting the “Events” section on the SPICE Group website. This page also offers the feature to put your own 

event on the list. Just click on  “Add new information“ and you will be guided through the simple process.  
 

  Sep 3, 2016 in Berlin, Germany, Long Startup Night  
The Forth “Long Night of Startups” will be held in 

Berlin under the motto "Meet Investors. Meet Cor-

porates. Scale your business. Be International ". 

startups will present their 

ideas, products and services. 

About  4,000 participants 

are 
 

The startup night will be held in 5 locations: and the 

program will offer two conferences: 200 selected 

startups 

are expected to attend 

Details see website; Contact: StartupNight Team  

   
Sep 14 - 16, 2016 in Riga, Latvia, Baltic Dynamics 2016  

 

The 21
st
 International conference 

on Innovation “Innovation and 

Technology Convergence– 

Strategy for Smart Growth“ 

will 
 

This year the conference will also feature a special 

workshop session on “Entrepreneurship Ecosystems” 

to discuss why they are needed and practical experi-

ences of how to build, maintain, and develop them. 

will be held in Riga, September 14 – 16, 2016, orga-

nized by BASTIC, the business innovations associa-

tion of the Baltic States. 

More details about this event are available on page 4 of 

this newsletter. 

Contact:  Ints Viksna,  email, Conference website 

  Sep 22+23 NEXT in Hamburg @ Reeperbahn Festival 

 

 
The next NEXT conference will be held in Hamburg, 

September 22 + 23, 2016.  Since more than a decade 

is the event for those who actively participate in shap-

ing 

minds, will join inspiration and networking and 

make their company fit for the future.  The 

Reeperbahn Festival will be held Sep 21-25. 

 
 

ing the digital transformation. About 1.300 creative Contact: Jessica Storch email , details + tickets at website  

 Sep 25 - 27, 2016 in Mannheim, Germany: Annual BVIZ Conference  

 

The German Federal Association of 

Innovation, Technology, and Startup 

Centers will hold its 2016 conference in 

Mannheim.  The event is hosted by the 

“Mann 

the “Mafinex” business incubator. The City of Mann-

heim has a unique system of entrepreneurship and 

startup support with specialized “satellite” centers for 

business incubation. More details are in this newsletter 

on pages 9 -11 

 
 “Mannheimer Gründunszentren GmbH and held in 

the  “Mafin 

Contact: BVIZ email; More on BVIZ website 

Oct 7 - 8, 2016 in, Vallendar Germany: IdeaLab! 2016  
The 15

th
 edition of this  student entrepreneurship con-

ference again will offer inspiring speeches, hands-on 

workshops. networking opportunities Investor 

Speeddating 

HackZuich, and the Pitch Battle 

with a jury of top-tier Venture Capi-

talists. Application for participation 

through 

 

Speeddating, the TechLab with the winners of the 

Hack 

through website; Contact: IdeaLab Team email 

Oct 8 - 9, 2016 in Berlin, Germany: Entrepreneurship Summit 2016  
The Entrepreneurship Summit 2016 to be held Octo-

ber 8 – 9, 2016 in Berlin as in earlier years is expect-

ing again about 1,500 participants -  based on the 

motto 

will provide input and participants 

can work together on their business 

concepts.  

 
 

 “Everyone has the potential to founder. Be an entre-

preneur”. Highly qualified and experienced speakers 

will 

 

Contact:  Stiftung Entrepreneurship, email   

Website Entrepreneurship Summit 

Nov 22, 2016 in Berlin, Germany: Hub 2016 
Hub 2016 conference in Berlin (November 22, 2016) 

will offer a day that has 45 hours. The conference 

program offers five conferences, each nine hours long. 

are combined with two parallel work-

shops. Hub 2016 expects more than 

2,000 participants from 50 countries.  
This should be enough for giving impulses for an 

entire year. Keynote addresses, panels and interviews 

are 

Contact: Philipp Paingt, email. Visit the website for 

more information and tickets  

Nov 30 – Dec 1, 2016 in Helsinki, Finland: SLUSH 2016  
40 Entrepreneurs selected by Competitions in 20 Cit-

ies will attend Slush Helsinki. The Slush Global Im-

pact Accelerator (Slush GIA) is a program created in 

collaboration 

 

pitching competitions. In 2016 

the program will cover cities 

around the world - in 20 partner  
collaboration with the Ministry for Foreign Affairs of 

Finland. The program builds on collaboration with 

local technology hubs.  

In 2015, Slush GIA received 770 applications for the 

hubs pitching competitions will be held to select 40 

entrepreneurs to attend the Slush Helsinki event. Slush 

2016 expects more than 15,000 attendees. 

More on Slush website Contact Slush GIA email  

 

http://www.spice-group.de/events/
http://www.spice-group.de/pumbaa/events/edit.php?id=0
http://www.startupnight.de/
mailto:info@startupnight.de
mailto:iviksna@edi.lv
http://www.balticdynamics.com/papers.htm
mailto:info@nextconf.eu
mailto:http://nextconf.eu/about-next/
mailto:bviz@innovationszentren.de
mailto:bviz@innovationszentren.de
http://www.idealab.io/application/register-2
mailto:info@idealab.io
mailto:stiftung@entrepreneurship.de
../../../AppData/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/Entrepreneurship%20Summit
mailto:philipp@hub.berlin
https://www.hub.berlin/en/conference
https://www.hub.berlin/en/tickets
http://www.slush.org/news/gia2016/
mailto:gia@slush.org.
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Events 2017 

Mar 26 – 29, 2017 in Seattle, Washington: iNBIA International Conference 2017  

 

The iNBIA 

conference 

2017 will  

bring 

The 2017 conference will be packed with interactive 

professional development courses, insights from indus-

try thought leaders and innovative tools for your entre-

preneurial bring together more than 600 attendees from around 

the world every year. This conference is a key event 

in the global entrepreneurial ecosystem. It will allow 

participants to dive into one of the world's most exit-

ing entrepreneurship ecosystems: Seattle. 

preneurial program. The pre-conference workshops 

will be held March 25 and 26, 2017. 

The deadline for submitting session proposals is Sep 9, 

2016. More information see conference website  

Contact email  
 

May 10 – 12, 2017 in Berlin, Germany: CUBE Challenge Final and Tech Fair 

CUBE was launched in Berlin in early June 2017 as a 

global digital transformation ecosystem. The winner 

of the global CUBE Challenge will take home one 

million 

  

Berlin. Startups and experts 

interested in joining the CUBE 

ecosystem can apply online 

 
 

millon Euro. The CUBE Challenge Finale will take 

place at the CUBE Tech Fair on May 10-12, 2017 in 

BNerlin 

 

Contact Cube Team email info@cube-global.com 

More details on CUBE website 

   
 

Denmark: Entrepreneurship Barometer 2016 analyzes Startup Growth and Conditions 

 

 
The Entrepreneurship Barometer 2016 was published 

recently as “Denmark’s largest analysis of entrepre-

neurs' conditions and opportunities”. The study is 

based on data 

improved, which in turn can create growth and new jobs. 

The Entrepreneurship Barometer 2016 was compiled by 

the “Center for Growth Analysis”, a part of Væksthus 

Sjae from more than 2,300 

respondents and in-

tends to provide an 

insight into the devel-

opment of entrepre-

neurship over the past 

year, and to get under-

standing about entre-

preneurs’ experiences.  

The analysis measures 

the evolution of Region 

Zealand's 17 munici-

palities and is based on 

the 

 

 

Sjælland (Greenhouse Zealand), to create fact-based 

knowledge for decision Makers and business people who 

want to growth companies.  

Væksthus Sjælland was established in 2007 operating a 

number of “greenhouses” across the region. The green-

houses are focused on the new companies that have 

growth potential and to create a culture of growth in 

Denmark. New businesses create almost one third of all 

new jobs in Denmark and particularly growth businesses 

is important for job creation. They create almost 10 times 

more jobs per company in the first five years of life than 

other new businesses. Their productivity is higher - they 

therefore are considered important for future growth.  

 the latest available figures from Statistics Denmark 

and other relevant data sources. “Conditions for 

Growth” gives a comprehensive overview of business 

development in the municipality and describes the 

local strengths and challenges. The analysis shows 

what drives the economic growth of the municipali-

ties and is pointing to areas where conditions can be  

After four years of state project funding ownership of the 

“greenhouses” was transferred to municipalities since 

then taking greater responsibility in enterprise policy. 
The full reports on 17 communities are available (in 

Danish language) on website  

Contact: Pernille Middelboe Frederiksen, email 

SDO Profile: Væksthus Sjælland   
  
And finally... 

Did you not find in this newsletter enough information about innovation & entrepreneurship 

activities in your region? Is there news from your incubator, accelerator, co-working space 

that should be shared to offer opportunities for learning? Do you want to introduce a “burn-

ing issue” for a wider discussion? 

Just send us such information and/or web links – we will care about the rest. By the way, as 

member of our network you even can publish such information directly on the News page. 

Looking forward to hearing from you – or even meeting with you at the Baltic Dynamics con-

ference in Riga – we are sending best regards from summer in Berlin 

      Heinz Fiedler & Larisa Brovarska 
 SPICE Update is the newsletter of SPICE Group. It is published 4 -6 times per year and regularly is delivered free of charge to members of 

the network as well as selected partners. Articles for publication are invited and will be published under the name of the author. Although 

we do our best for making sure that published information is correct we cannot accept responsibility for errors that may occur nor for web-

site links provided. Editor: Heinz Fiedler, SPICE Group, Niedstr. 40, 12159 Berlin, Germany, Email update@spice-group.net 
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